
PROCLAIM THE WORD 
 
EXPRESSIONS OF FELLOWSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP 
 
A TIME FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS   Deacon Emmie Daugherty 
 
SOLO Gebet Hugo Wolf 

Lord, send what thou deems’t best, 
Be it joy or grieving; 

I wait thy will believing 
That both thy love attest. 

Not without measure 
Give sadness or pleasure 

All merciful Father! 
For midway rather 

Lies Heart’s Ease’ pure treasure. 
 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 6:33  
 
SERMON  Elder Todd Fincher 
 “Shepherd of the Senate” 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER - A prayer of Peter Marshall 
 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 

HYMN 119 Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

      Offertory Mediation on “The Holly and the Ivy” arr. D. Lasky 

    *Response  DIX 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At that manger rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 

 *Prayer of Dedication and The Lord’s Prayer Elder Zach Luke 
 

*HYMN 136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune on MENDELSSOHN arr. D. Lasky 
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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
December 31, 2023 

The First Sunday of Christmas 
11:00 a.m. Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO) 

 



ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 
The time to begin preparing for worship is no later than the sounding of the chimes. 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
**Seating of those arriving after worship has begun. 

 
 
 
CHIMING 
 
PRELUDE  While By My Sheep arr. Don Hustad 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Deacon Thomas Gregory III 

 One: Praise the Lord, O you people. 
 All: We joyfully proclaim Christ is here! 
 One: The God of all creation animates our bodies 
   with the breath of the Spirit. 
 All: The Lord, the giver of life, 
   has come to dwell among us. 
  Let us worship God together! 
 

**HYMN 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 

   CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Ever-present God, you became our Savior in all our distress.  In all 
the ways we hurt, and all the ways we hurt others, in all the ways 
we feel we neglect others, in all the ways we cry out and all the 
ways we cause others to cry, you are with us, comforting us and 
holding us to account.  In your love, redeem us once again.  Lift us 
up and grant us your mercy, as you have throughout the 
generations.  For it is in the name of Jesus we offer our prayers… 
 

A TIME FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

*RESPONSE IN DULCI JUBILO 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave:  Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save!  Christ was born to save! 

 

  WELCOME TO THIS HOUR OF WORSHIP 
  
We hope that you will be made to feel welcome here and that you will find 
this service helpful to you in your Christian life. If you are a visitor, please know 
that we are glad for your presence here. Please help us to know you better by 
filling out the Friendship Register and then pass it to the person seated next to 
you. Take note with whom you are worshiping with and greet them warmly! 
Welcome one another to the Lord’s House!  Should you be interested in joining 
this congregation, please check the appropriate box on the Friendship Register 
and we will be in touch with you, or you may call the church office at (662) 453-
4680. The Session meets periodically at 10:35 a.m. on Sunday to receive new 
members into our congregation.  

A Nursery Is Available for children 3 years and younger in Room 103 in the 
Van Arnold Education Building located directly across the street from the 
Sanctuary. 

Accessibility: Large print Bibles, hymnals, and hearing devices are available in 
the back of the Sanctuary. At the end of the service, please return these to the 
back tables.  

Cell Phones and Photography: In order to maintain reverence during the 
service, please silence all cell phones and other communication devices and 
refrain from unauthorized photography or recordings.   

Internet Broadcast: To watch the service live on a computer, tablet, or smart 
phone, go to www.firstgreenwood.net/video. Worship bulletins are available 
under the “Worship” tab on the website, as are archived services. You may also 
access the worship service live by going to the church’s Facebook page. 

Community Food Pantry: Please bring canned food and place it in the Food 
Pantry Collection Box near the handicap entrance.  

Hospital Visitation: Please call the church office to let us know whether you 
are in the hospital or know of any church member in the hospital, since the 
hospital here no longer lists names of hospitalized persons on a public register.  
Elder Alan Barger is the visitation elder for December. 

Ushers for Today:  Taylor Calhoun, Barrett Daugherty, Will Jefcoat, Lisa 
Melton, John Pittman, Toni Powers 

Security Detail:  Miller Arant, Alan Barger 

Children’s Church for 4- & 5-year-olds with Sam and Samantha Pigott 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Pastor, Dr. Andrew Chaney, is away on vacation. 

Our thanks to Elder Todd Fincher for preaching this morning, and to 
Deacon Thomas Gregory III for serving as our liturgist. 

We welcome back our guest soloist for today, Rudy Polk, a sophomore at 
the University of North Texas in Denton, TX, majoring in vocal 
performance.  He is the grandson of our Bill Johnston. 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, January 1, in observance of the 
New Year holiday. 

Chancel Choir resumes rehearsals Wednesday, January 3, at 6:00 p.m.  If 
you have considered joining the choir, this would be an excellent time to do 
so.  See Ray Smithee for more information. 

Men’s Bible Study and Breakfast resumes Thursday, January 4, at 6:45 a.m. 
in the Church Parlor.  Dr. Chaney will be teaching.  All men of the 
congregation are invited to attend. 

S. A. L. T. (Serving and Learning Together), our bi-annual Wednesday 
evening program with dinner, resumes on January 10 through February 7.  
Details regarding class offerings will be in the January 2024 newsletter to be 
mailed out next week. 

  The children will use the study “Kid’s Travel Guide to the Fruit of 
 the Spirit”. 

 The youth will continue their study of “What Does It Mean to Be 
 Chosen?”  utilizing the popular series “The Chosen”. 

 Dr. Chaney will be teaching the adult class looking at how the faith 
of four theologians impacted our Presbyterian faith journeys.  The 
theologians include: Thomas A Kempis, St. Augustine, Martin Luther, 
and John Calvin. 

Sunday, December 31, 2023  
 10:00 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Fellowship Time 
 11:00 am Worship 
 

Monday, January 1, 2024 
     Church Office Closed 
 

Wednesday, January 3, 2024  
  2:30 pm Liturgy 
 6:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, January 4, 2024 
 6:45 am Men’s Bible Study/Breakfast 
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