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The Book of Joshua begins the “Old Testament History” portion of the Bible. The book stands at the beginning of Israel's history in Canaan and is named for Joshua son of Nun, an Ephraimite. The story begins with his inauguration as Moses' successor and ends with his death and burial. For centuries, the descendants of Abraham had anticipated possessing the land God had promised to the Patriarch in the Abrahamic __________, and then repeated to Isaac and Jacob. Joshua is the compelling history of the fulfillment of that promise. It is the story of God’s faithfulness and how, by faith in God’s promises, God’s people overcame and experienced His life-changing deliverance. The book of Joshua describes the conquest, possession, and distribution of the promised ____________ land. 

I. The Conquest of Canaan (1-12)
     A. The LORD’S Charge to Joshua – Joshua 1 Amp, “2“Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise [to take his place], cross over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel…8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall read [and meditate on] it day and night, so that you may be careful to do [everything] in accordance with all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will be successful. 9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified or dismayed (intimidated), for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

     B. Rahab and the Spies – Joshua 2 AMP, “1Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as scouts secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho [the walled city]” So they went and came to the house of a prostitute named Rahab, and lodged there...8Now before the two men lay down [to sleep], Rahab came up to them on the roof, 9and she said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror and dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted [in despair] because of you…11…for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. 12And now, please swear [an oath] to me by the LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father’s household (family), and give me a pledge of truth and faithfulness, 13and spare my father and my mother and my brothers and my sisters, along with everyone who belongs to them, and let us all live.” 
· Rahab manifest her faith in the one true God by helping the Israelite spies. A simple fear of God and admission of His deity is not enough to save anyone. “Faith without works is dead”, James 2:26.

     C. Crossing the Jordan
Joshua 3 AMP, “5Then Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves [for His purpose], for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders (miracles) among you”… 11Behold, the ark of the ____________ of the LORD of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you [leading the way] into the Jordan…15and when those who were carrying the ark came up to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were submerged at the edge of the water, 16the waters which were flowing down from above stopped and rose up in one mass a great distance away at Adam…Those [waters] flowing downward toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the people crossed [the river] opposite Jericho. 17And while all [the people of] Israel crossed over on dry ground, the priests who carried the ark of the ____________ of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan [riverbed], until all the nation had finished crossing over the Jordan.”
     D. Covenant Reestablished– Joshua 5 AMP, “2At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make for yourself flint knives and circumcise the [new generation of the] sons of Israel as [was done] before.”… 10While the Israelites camped at Gilgal they observed the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho. 11On the day after Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land, unleavened bread, and roasted grain. 12And the manna ceased on the day after they had eaten some of the produce of the land…”
     E. The Conquest of Jericho
Joshua 6 AMP, “1Now Jericho [a fortified city with high walls] was tightly closed because [of the people’s fear] of the sons of Israel; no one went out or came in. 2The LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and the mighty warriors. 3Now you shall march around the city, all the men of war circling the city once. You shall do this [once each day] for six days. 4Also, seven priests shall carry seven trumpets [made] of rams’ horns ahead of the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5When they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall cry out with a great shout (battle cry); and the wall of the city will fall down in its place, and the people shall go up, each man [going] straight ahead [climbing over the rubble].”

· The LORD tells Joshua, “I have given Jericho into your hand”, and gives him precise instructions on how to victoriously achieve this conquest.
1. The men of war were to compass the city roundabout one time for six straight days. The men of war would start the march, followed by seven priests bearing seven trumpets (which they were to continuously blow), and the Ark of the ____________ would follow them. The only sound to be heard was the marching of feet and the blowing of horns.
2. On the seventh day they were to march around Jericho in the same manner except this day they were to march seven straight times. At the completion of the seven circles around Jericho the priest were to blow their trumpets and the people were to shout and then the walls of Jericho were to fall down before them.

Joshua 6 AMP, “17The city and everything that is in it shall be under the ban [that is, designated to be destroyed as a form of tribute] to the LORD; only Rahab the prostitute and all [the people] who are with her in her house shall [be allowed to] live, because she hid and protected the messengers (scouts) whom we sent. 18But as for you, keep yourselves [away] from the things under the ban [which are to be destroyed], so that you do not covet them and take some of the things under the ban [for personal gain], and put the camp of Israel under the ban (doomed to destruction), and bring disaster upon it. 19All the silver and gold and articles of bronze and iron are holy (consecrated) to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD.” 20So the people shouted [the battle cry], and the priests blew the trumpets. When the people heard the sound of the trumpet, they raised a great shout and the wall [of Jericho] fell down, so that the sons of Israel went up into the city, every man straight ahead [climbing over the rubble], and they overthrew the city. 21Then they utterly destroyed everything that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword…27So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.”
· In Deuteronomy 20:16-18, Moses had given the children of Israel instructions on how to handle the cities of conquest in the ____________ land of Canaan: “16Only in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, you shall not leave alive anything that breathes. 17But you shall utterly destroy them, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 18so that they will not teach you to act in accordance with all the detestable practices which they have done [in worship and service] for their gods, and in this way cause you to sin against the LORD your God.”
F. Israel’s Defeat at Ai and Achan’s Sin
Joshua 7 AMP, “1But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully and violated their obligation in regard to the things [off limits] under the ban [those things belonging to the LORD], for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, took some of the things under the ban [for personal gain]. Therefore the anger of the LORD burned against the Israelites. 2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai…and said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3Then they returned to Joshua and said to him…do not make the entire army go up there, for they [of Ai] are few.” 4So about three thousand men from the sons of Israel went up there, but they fled [in retreat] from the men of Ai. 5The men of Ai killed about thirty-six of Israel’s men…so the hearts of the people melted [in despair and began to doubt God’s promise] and became like water (disheartened). 6Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell face downward on the ground before the ark of the LORD until evening, he and the elders of Israel; and [with great sorrow] they put dust on their heads…10So the LORD said to Joshua, “Get up! Why is it that you have fallen on your face? 11Israel has sinned; they have also transgressed My ____________ which I commanded them [to keep]. They have even taken some of the things under the ban, and they have both stolen and denied [the theft]. Moreover, they have also put the stolen objects among their own things. 12That is why the soldiers of Israel could not stand [and defend themselves] before their enemies; they turned their backs [and ran] before them, because they have become accursed. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy the things under the ban from among you. 13Rise up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: “There are things under the ban among you, O Israel. You cannot stand [victorious] before your enemies until you remove the things under the ban from among you.” 14In the morning you shall come forward by your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe which the LORD chooses by lot shall come forward by families, and the family which the LORD chooses shall come forward by [separate] households, and the household which the LORD chooses shall come forward man by man. 15It shall be that the one who is chosen with the things under the ban shall be [killed and his body] burned with fire, he and all that belongs to him, because he has transgressed the ____________ of the LORD, and because he has done a disgraceful and disobedient thing in Israel’…18He brought his household forward man by man; and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was chosen. 19Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son…tell me now what you have done. Do not hide it from me.” 20So Achan answered Joshua and said, “In truth, I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21when I saw among the spoils [in Jericho] a beautiful robe from Shinar (southern Babylon) and two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I wanted them and took them. Behold, they are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath”… 24Then Joshua and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the [royal] robe, the bar of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and everything that he had; and they brought them up to the Valley of Achor (Disaster). 25Joshua said, “Why have you brought disaster on us? The LORD will bring you disaster this day.” Then all Israel stoned them [to death] with stones; afterward they burned their bodies in the fire.”

· The LORD had commanded and warned Israel to stay away from the banned (forbidden/cursed) things that belonged to the Canaanites. Why? Because, 1-Jericho was to be “the first-fruits” of the cities of conquest and 2-the Canaanite idols would cause Israel to be unfaithful to the LORD. Because of the “sin in the camp” the inhabitants of Ai defeat the Israelites. Joshua was not aware of Achan’s sin, neither did he understand their defeat at Ai. After following the LORD’S instructions, it is revealed that Achan is the ____________ transgressor. His coveted silver and gold, his sons, daughters, livestock, tent, and all that he had was stoned and burned. 
· God’s ____________ with His people are His commandments for all humanity. Israel was not able to stand against their enemies because there was sin amongst them. God could no longer fight for them because sin separates us from God. 
Isaiah 59:1-2 KJV, “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” 
Psalm 66:18 AMP, “If I regard sin and baseness in my heart [that is, if I know it is there and do nothing about it], The LORD will not hear [me].”

G. Ai’s Defeat and The Covenant Renewed
Joshua 8:1-2 AMP, “Now the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear or be dismayed (intimidated). Take all the men of war with you and set out, go up to Ai; see, I have given the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land into your hand. 2You shall do [the same] to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king; [except that] you shall take only its spoil and its cattle as plunder for yourselves. Set up an ambush for the city behind it [on the west side].”
· As long as Israel showed forth the attitude of detesting and despising sin God would be with them and fight for them. Israel had passed the test with the LORD in the event of Achan. Now the LORD is ready to give them Ai. God’s gifts are proven to be conditional upon man’s obedience. 
Joshua 8:30,32,34-35 AMP, “30Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal…32And there, in the presence of the sons of Israel, Joshua wrote on the stones a copy of the Law of Moses which Moses had written. 33All Israel, the stranger as well as the native born [among them], with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on either side of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the ____________ of the LORD…34Then afterward Joshua read all the words of the law, the blessing and curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. 35There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before the entire assembly of Israel, including the women and the children and the foreigners who were living among them.
· In accordance with God’s commandments, Joshua built an altar unto Jehovah God and offered sacrifices. Joshua not only writes the law on these stones but also reads the whole law to “all” the people. The entire camp worships Jehovah God and thanks the LORD for His protection and victory at Ai, and renews their ____________ with the LORD.
     H. The Gibeonite Deception – Joshua 9 
     I. Conquest of Five Kings – Joshua 10  
     J. Conquest of Canaan
Joshua 12:7,24 AMP, “7These are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the sons of Israel defeated…24in all, thirty-one kings.”
· Israel now had the majority control of all Canaan and the land would come to be known as “Israel”. The Canaanites that were left became powerless fugitives who could neither oppose them nor dispute the possession of the land.

II. The Land Division of Canaan (13-22)

     A. Land Distribution
Joshua 14:1-5,15 AMP, “Now these are the territories which the tribes of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the households of the tribes of Israel apportioned to them as an inheritance, 2by the lot of their inheritance, as the LORD had commanded through Moses, for the nine tribes and the half-tribe. 3For Moses had given an inheritance to the two tribes and the half-tribe beyond the Jordan; but he did not give [any territory as] an inheritance to the Levites among them. 4For the sons of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim, and no portion was given in the land to the Levites except cities in which to live, with their pasture lands for their livestock and for their property. 5The Israelites did just as the LORD had commanded Moses, and they divided the land…15…Then the land had rest from war.”

· The ____________ land allotments were chosen by “casting of the lots” and were accepted as the direct decree/command of God. All the tribes received an inheritance of land, except the Levites. They received cities in which to live (along with the surrounding property for their livestock). Chapters 13-19 record the geographical boundaries of the land allotments to the various tribes of Israel. The conquest of Canaan took approximately seven years to complete.
     B. Covenant Fulfillment
Joshua 21:43-45 AMP, “43So the LORD gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their fathers (ancestors), and they took possession of it and lived in it. 44The LORD gave them rest [from conflict] on every side, in accordance with everything that He had sworn to their fathers, and not one of all their enemies stood before them [in battle]; the LORD handed over all their enemies to them. 45Not one of the good promises which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel failed; all had come to pass.”
· Jehovah God had made promises to Israel in relation to the ____________ land of promise and He had kept those promises. The LORD remained faithful to His promises and to Israel even though Israel did not.
III. Joshua’s Farewell and Death

     A. Joshua’s Farewell Speech
Joshua 23:1-11 AMP, “A long time after that, when the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies on every side, and Joshua had grown old and advanced in years, 2that Joshua called all Israel, their elders and their heads and their judges and their officers, and said to them, “I am old and advanced in years. 3And you have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake; for the LORD your God is He who has been fighting for you. 4See, I have allotted to you these nations that remain as an inheritance for your tribes, with all the nations which I have cut off, from the Jordan [on the east] to the Great [Mediterranean] Sea toward the setting sun. 5The LORD your God will push them away from before you and drive them out of your sight and you will take possession of their land, just as the LORD your God promised you. 6Be steadfast and very determined to keep and to do everything that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, so that you do not turn aside from it to the right or the left, 7so that you do not associate with these nations which remain among you, or mention the name of their gods, or make anyone swear [an oath by them], or serve them, or bow down to them. 8BUT you are to CLING to the LORD your God, just as you have done to this day. 9For the LORD has driven out great and mighty nations from before you; and as for you, no man has been able to stand [in opposition] before you to this day. 10One of your men puts to flight a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who is fighting for you, just as He promised you. 11So be very careful and watchful of yourselves to LOVE the LORD your God.”
· The word love is sometimes used to express the ____________ relationship between Israel and God. Everything depended on whether or not Israel would continue to be faithful to the ____________ established by God. Joshua knew the trap the pagan nations would be to Israel, so he proposed three guidelines: first, there must be obedience to God’s word (23:6); second, there must be a diligent separation from the Canaanite nations (23:7); finally, there must be a dependence on the LORD with heartfelt love (23:8-11). 
· While Joshua was faithful and obedient in keeping the LORD’S commandments concerning “slaughtering” the Canaanites, the various tribes did not completely “exterminate” the inhabitants but allowed some of them to remain/live amongst them. Although Israel would remain obedient to the LORD during the lifetime of Joshua, through time, Israel would practice idolatry and every abominable act of the Canaanites.

Deuteronomy 20:16-18  AMP, “16Only in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, you shall not leave alive anything that breathes. 17But you shall utterly destroy them, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 18so that they will not teach you to act in accordance with all the detestable practices which they have done [in worship and service] for their gods, and in this way cause you to sin against the LORD your God.”
     B. The Covenant Renewed
Joshua 24:15-18,25-28 AMP, “15If it is unacceptable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 16The people answered, “Far be it from us to abandon (reject) the LORD to serve other gods; 17for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and who did these great signs (miracles) in our sight and kept us safe all along the way that we went and among all the peoples among whom we passed. 18The LORD drove all the peoples out from before us, even the Amorites who lived in the land. We also will serve the LORD, for He is our God”…25So Joshua made a ____________ with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance at Shechem. 26And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak that was in [the courtyard of] the sanctuary of the LORD. 27Joshua then said to all the people, “Look, this stone shall serve as a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD which He spoke to us; so it shall be a witness against you, so that [afterward] you do not deny your God.” 28Then Joshua sent the people away, each to [the territory of] his inheritance.”

· Joshua calls all Israel together to speak final words of encouragement, admonition, and about the challenges that lay ahead. He carries the audience on a journey through time, declaring that it was God who had been with this people each step of their way, providing for and protecting them. The people recognize the sovereign/supreme and providential/pre-ordained authority of Jehovah God. With a spirit of fervor/enthusiasm they proclaim their allegiance to the LORD and His laws. This reminds us of the Israel that was at Mt. Sinai years earlier when they had purposed/committed to serve the LORD, yet failed many times through unfaithfulness and disobedience/rebellion.
     C. Death of Joshua and Eleazar
Joshua 24:29-33 AMP, “29It happened after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, at the age of a hundred and ten years. 30They buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash. 31Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, and had known all the works of the LORD which He had done for Israel…33And Eleazar [the priest], the son of Aaron died; and they buried him at Gibeah [on the hill] of Phinehas his son, which had been given to him in the hill country of Ephraim.”
· “Just as the LORD had commanded Moses His servant, so Moses had commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses” (Joshua  11:15 AMP). Joshua would not give the people rest until all God’s commands were fulfilled. Therefore, Joshua stands forever as an example of a man with great conviction to fulfill the word of God. Because of his faith and obedience, the LORD was with Israel in their battles of conquest and they were victorious in “taking” the ____________ land of promise from the Canaanites. 
Conclusion: Joshua and Israel’s success in possessing the ____________ land of promise was dependent upon their obedience and faithfulness to the LORD and His commandments. The same is true of us today!
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