September 20, 2020
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Transfiguration, JESUS MAFA, 1973

We are filled with joy at your presence and hope you experience
God’s Spirit as you worship and meet with those around you. If you would
like more information about RPC, please talk with any Session member or

the Pastor.



ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Bold Letters -- Indicate congregational response

GATHERING
Prelude Prelude in E Minor Frederick Chopin

Welcome

Call to Worship

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us
The Spirit and the Church say, “Come.”
The people of the Word say, “Come.”
Let everyone who is thirsty come.
Receive the gift of the water of life.

Gathering Hymn Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining #192
Shine Jesus Shine

1 Lord, the light of your love is shining,

in the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me; shine on me.

Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine;

fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze;

set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow;

flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word, Lord,

and let there be light.

2 Lord, | come to your awesome presence,
from the shadows into your radiance;
by the blood | may enter your brightness.



Search me; try me; consume all my darkness.
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain)

3 As we gaze on your kingly brightness,

so our faces display your likeness;

ever changing from glory to glory,
mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain)

Opening Prayer

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
open our hearts
to the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may completely love you
and magnify your holy fullness;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Call to Confession

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But when we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just

will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Trusting in
God's grace, let us confess our sin...

Prayer of Confession

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you

with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
In your mercy, forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are,

and direct what we shall be,



that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways
to the glory of your holy name.

Silence is kept for personal confession

Assurance of Pardon

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.
Within the great love of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God

Response in Praise Glory Be to the Father #581

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.

THE WORD
A Time with the Children

Reading Mark 9:2-9

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them
up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, ®and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one™ on earth could
bleach them. * And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were
talking with Jesus. > Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings,[g] one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” ®He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. ' Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son,
the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

? As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one
about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24538b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24540c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24542d

Sermon Coming Down the Mountain

lllumination Hymn Give to the Winds Thy Fears #815

1 Give to the winds thy fears;

hope, and be undismayed.

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears;
God shall lift up thy head.

2 Through waves and clouds and storms
God gently clears the way.

Wait patiently; so shall this night

soon end in joyous day.

3 Leave to God’s sovereign sway

to choose and to command.

So shalt thou, wondering, own God’s way,
how wise, how strong God’s hand!

4 Let us in life, in death,

thy steadfast truth declare,

and publish with our final breath
thy love and guardian care.

Together, We Confess Our Faith The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONDING

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Sweet Story Pyotr Tchaikovsky
Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #606

4



Prayer of Dedication

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love;
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Prayers of the People
Lord’s Prayer

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship

Sending Hymn May the God of Hope Go with Us #765

May the God of hope go with us every day,
filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace;

singing, share our joy with all;

working for a world that's new,

faithful when we hear Christ's call.

Charge and Blessing

May the spirit of the triune God Strengthen and sustain you,
All throughout the life to come.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, proclaiming the messenger of
reconciliation God has entrusted to us.
Amen. Thanks be to God.



Response Spirit of the Living God #288

Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me.

Melt me; mold me;

fill me; use me.

Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me.

Postlude Song from the East Cyril Scott

Rockville Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone without

W regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability
=|]]= or marital status. We also welcome and encourage the full
(’ b participation of persons without regard to sexual

orientation.



