November 1, 2020
All Saints Day
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We are filled with joy at your presence and hope you experience
God'’s Spirit as you worship and meet with those around you. If you would
like more information about RPC, please talk with any Session member or

the Pastor.



ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Bold Letters -- Indicate congregational response

GATHERING
Prelude

Welcome

Litany for All Saints Day
Be gracious to us; deliver your people.

Hear us, O God.
You loved us before the world was made.
You rescued the people of your promise.
You spoke through your prophets.
You gave your only Son for the life of the world.
Hear us, O God.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven
and was born of the virgin Mary;
who by his cross and suffering redeemed the world
and has washed us from our sins;
who on the third day rose from the dead
and has given us the victory;
who ascended on high
and intercedes for us at the right hand of God.
Great is your love.
For the gift of the Holy Spirit.
For the one holy catholic and apostolic church.
For the great cloud of withesses
into which we are baptized.
Thanks be to God
For Carolyn Dodge, David Dodge and Ada Heilman
For all holy men and women,
our mothers and fathers in faith.
For the noble band of the prophets.
For the glorious company of the apostles.
For the white-robed army of martyrs.
For the cherubim and seraphim,
Michael and the holy angels.
Thanks be to God.
Be gracious to us; deliver your people.
Hear us, O God.



Give new life to your servants by the grace of baptism.

Strengthen all who bear the sign of the cross.

Clothe us in compassion and love.

Bring us with all your saints to the river of life.
Hear us, O God.

God of all the faithful, we rejoice

that nothing in all creation

can separate us from your love.

Work out your good purpose in us

and help us in our weakness

as we await, with eager longing,

the redemption of all things;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.
Amen

Gathering Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling #366

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling;

all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;

enter every trembling heart.

2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;

let us all in thee inherit;

let us find the promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith, as its beginning,

set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,



pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
4 Finish then thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee:
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son, Christ our Lord.
Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living
that we may come to those ineffable joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ our Savior,
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

Call to Confession Matthew. 5:6
Jesus said: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and
die in faith. We confess that we are indifferent to your will. You call us to
proclaim your name, but we are silent. You call us to do what is just, but
we remain idle. You call us to live faithfully, but we are afraid. In your
mercy, forgive us. Give us courage to follow in your way, that joined with
those from ages past, who have served you with faith, hope, and love, we
may inherit the kingdom you promised in Jesus Christ.

Silence is kept for personal confession

Assurance of Pardon Matthew 5:7
Jesus said: Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.



In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Response in Praise Glory Be to the Father #581

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.

THE WORD
A Time with the Children

Reading Revelation 7:9-17
Lay Leader: Phil Ruxton
? After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were
holding palm branches in their hands. *° And they cried out in a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God,

who sits on the throne,

and to the Lamb.”

1 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, *?saying:

“Amen!

Praise and glory

and wisdom and thanks and honor

and power and strength

be to our God for ever and ever.

Amen!”

3Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and
where did they come from?”



| answered, “Sir, you know.”

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. > Therefore,

“they are before the throne of God
and serve him day and night in his temple;

and he who sits on the throne
will shelter them with his presence.

'®‘Never again will they hunger;
never again will they thirst.

The sun will not beat down on them,
nor any scorching heat.

7 For the Lamb at the center of the throne
will be their shepherd;

‘he will lead them to springs of living water.
‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

E]
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Second Reading Matthew 5:1-12

"When Jesus'™ saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat

down, his disciples came to him. >Then he began to speak, and taught them,

saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

% “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

% “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is

the kingdom of heaven.

1 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all

kinds of evil against you falsely[m on my account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for

your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the

prophets who were before you.

Sermon Beloved Community


about:blank#fen-NIV-30827a
about:blank#fen-NIV-30828b
about:blank#fen-NRSV-23236a
about:blank#fen-NRSV-23246b

Hymn of Unity For All the Saints #326

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 O blest communion, fellowship divine!

We feebly struggle; they in glory shine;

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,

and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Together, We Confess Our Faith The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONDING

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings

Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #606



Prayer of Dedication

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love;
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Communion Hymn Let Us Break Bread Together #525

1 Let us break bread together on our knees; (on our knees)
let us break bread together on our knees.

Refrain:

When I fall on my knees,

with my face to the rising sun,

O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me)

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; (on our knees)
let us drink wine together on our knees. (Refrain)

3 Let us praise God together on our knees; (on our knees)
let us praise God together on our knees. (Refrain)

Invitation to The Lord’s Table

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise
It is truly right and our greatest joy
to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe.
We praise you for saints and martyrs,
for the faithful in every age
who have followed your Son
and witnessed to his resurrection.



From every race and tongue,
from every people and nation,
you have gathered them into your kingdom.
You have shown them the path of life
and filled them with the joy of your presence.
How glorious is your heavenly realm
where the multitude of your saints rejoice with Christ!
Therefore we praise you,
joining our voices with angels and archangels,
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Sent to be our Savior,
he took our flesh and dwelt among us,
full of grace and truth.
His words are true.
His touch brings healing.
To all who follow him,
he gives abundant life.
When evil sought to destroy him,
and he lay in the darkness of death,
you raised him from the grave.
He is our risen Lord forever!
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts,
we take this bread and this wine
from the gifts you have given us,
and celebrate with joy
the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.



Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Gracious God,
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine,
that the bread we break
and the cup we bless
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ,
and with all who are baptized in his name,
that we may be one in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us,
send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.

(time for personally lifting up joys and concerns)

Number us among your saints, O God,

and join us with the faithful of every age,

that strengthened by their witness

and supported by their fellowship,

we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
and may with them receive the unfading crown of glory
when we stand before your throne of grace.

Give us strength to serve you faithfully

until the promised day of resurrection,

when with the redeemed of all the ages

we will feast with you at your table in glory.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,

now and forever. Amen.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Breaking the Bread

Communion

Please partake of the communion elements at home as the participants in

the sanctuary partake.

Prayer after Communion

SENDING
Opportunities for Service and Fellowship

Sending Hymn Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

1 Called as partners in Christ’s service,
called to ministries of grace,

we respond with deep commitment
fresh new lines of faith to trace.

May we learn the art of sharing,

side by side and friend with friend,
equal partners in our caring

to fulfill God’s chosen end.

2 Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring,
Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
let us follow, never faltering,
reconciling folk on earth.

Men and women, richer, poorer,

all God’s people, young and old,
blending human skills together
gracious gifts from God unfold.

3 Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission,
in a small or global sense,

help us bear each other’s burdens,
breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision,
words of challenge, said with care,

bring new power and strength for action,
make us colleagues, free and fair.

4 So God grant us for tomorrow
ways to order human life
that surround each person’s sorrow

#761



with a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living,
our compassion to increase,
messengers of faith, thus giving
hope and confidence and peace.

Blessing and Charge

May the God of hope

fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Whatever you do, in word or deed,

do everything in the name of Jesus,

giving thanks to God through him.
Thanks be to God, Amen

Response Spirit of the Living God #288

Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me.

Melt me; mold me;

fill me; use me.

Spirit of the living God,
fall afresh on me.

Postlude
Rockville Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone without
1] regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability
T or marital status. We also welcome and encourage the full
d b participation of persons without regard to sexual

orientation.



