
 
 

October 25, 2020 

Reformation Sunday 

 
Wittenberg Castle Church  

 

We are filled with joy at your presence and hope you experience 

God’s Spirit as you worship and meet with those around you. If you would 

like more information about RPC, please talk with any Session member or 

the Pastor. 
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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Bold Letters -- Indicate congregational response  
 

GATHERING  

Prelude      

Welcome  

Call to Worship  Isaiah 12:2 

 Surely God is my salvation 

I will trust, and will not be afraid 
for the Lord God is my strength and my might 

God has become my salvation 
 

Gathering Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God #275 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing. 
Our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe. 
His craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he. 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 

3 And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him. 
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His rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure. 
One little word shall fell him. 

4 That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also. 
The body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still. 
His kingdom is forever. 

Opening Prayer   John Calvin 

Almighty and gracious God, 

since our whole salvation stands 

in our knowledge of your holy word, 
pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, 

that our hearts may be freed from the chains of sin, 
so that we may hear and receive your word, 

recognizing your gracious will for us. 
Teach us by scripture 

to love and serve you with delight, 

praising and glorifying you 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Call to Confession   Romans 3:23-24 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; yet we are justified by the 
gift of God’s grace through the redemption that is ours in Christ Jesus. Trusting 
in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession   Martin Luther 
Waken our hearts, O Lord, our God; make them ever watchful to serve 
You and Your purposes. Trouble us with the smallness of our vision and 
work. Trouble us with the greatness of Your command to make disciples 
of all nations. Trouble us with Your great love for sinners and our own 
slowness to make You our greatest love. Trouble us with the brevity of 
our lives and time, talent, and treasure not invested in eternity. Comfort 
us by drawing us to Yourself with the cords of Your unfailing 
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mercy. Comfort us, O Lord, with the assurance of our salvation 
and unending glory with You when we suffer and are afflicted. Rekindle in 
us a renewed desire for the coming of Your glorious kingdom when all 
wrongs will be made right, when everything that is broken will be made 
whole, and when we will trade a cross for a crown. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen. 

 
Silence is kept for personal confession   

Assurance of Pardon    Isaiah 43:1, 19 
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name; 
you are mine. 

God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven!  
Amen. 

Response in Praise  Praise to God the Father         #605 
Praise to God the Father; 
praise to God the Son; 

praise to God the Spirit: 
praise to the Three-in-One. 

Sing praise, sing praise to the Lord on high. 

Praise to God Almighty; 
praise to the Holy One.  
  

THE WORD 

A Time with the Children   

First Reading    Ephesians 2:8-10     

           Lay Leader: Harry Redd    

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading    John 1:16-17 
16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God 
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Message    Reformation History          Marty Heilman 
 
Illumination Hymn  Be Thou My Vision       #450 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower; 
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
thou, mine inheritance, now and always; 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 

4 High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Together, We Confess Our Faith   The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.   

     RESPONDING 

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory    

Doxology                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #606  
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Prayer of Dedication   

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: 
our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love; 
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship  

Sending Hymn  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound    #649 

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come. 
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
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4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

 

Charge and Blessing  Celtic Prayer 

Deep Peace of the Running Wave to You 
Deep Peace of the Flowing Air to You 
Deep Peace of the Quiet Earth to You 
Deep Peace of the Shining Stars to You 
Deep Peace of the Son of Peace to You 
 

Response  Irish Blessing   

May the road rise to meet you  
May the wind blow at your back 
May the sun shine warmly on your face. 
May the rain fall softly on your field. 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.   

Amen. 

  Postlude    

 

 

 Rockville Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone without 
regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability 
or marital status. We also welcome and encourage the full 
participation of persons without regard to sexual 
orientation. 


