
 
 

January 17, 2021 

Second Sunday after Epiphany  
 
 

 
The first two Disciples, JESUS MAFA, 1973 

 
 
 
 

We are filled with joy at your presence and hope you experience 
God’s Spirit as you worship and meet with those around you. If you would like 

more information about RPC, please talk with any Session member or the 

Pastor. 
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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Bold Letters -- Indicate congregational response  
 

GATHERING  

Prelude      

Welcome  

Call to Worship 
Sing to the Lord a new song;  

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Look, here is the Lamb of God! 

Jesus calls us: Come and see. 
Amen  

Gathering Hymn    God of Our Life    #686 
1 God of our life, through all the circling years, 
we trust in thee. 
In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, 
thy hand we see. 
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil, 
we own thy mercies, Lord, which never fail. 

 
2 God of the past, our times are in thy hand. 
With us abide. 
Lead us by faith to hope's true promised land. 
Be thou our guide. 
With thee to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
and faith's fair vision changes into sight. 

 
3 God of the coming years, through paths unknown 
we follow thee. 
When we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone. 
Our refuge be. 
Be thou for us in life our daily bread, 
our heart's true home when all our years have sped. 

 

Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
is the light of the world. 
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May your people, 
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; 
for he lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

Call to Confession   
When we pass through deep waters or go through times of fiery trial, the Lord 
our God is with us. With confidence in God, our creator and redeemer, 
let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession  
Almighty God, 

you love us, but we have not loved you. 

You call, but we have not listened. 

We walk away from neighbors in need, 

wrapped in our own concerns. 

We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. 

God of grace, 

help us to admit our sin, 

so that as you come to us in mercy, 

we may confess, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ our redeemer. 

Silence is kept for personal confession   

Assurance of Pardon    

Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name; 
you are mine. 

God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth! By the grace of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven!  
Amen. 

Response in Praise           Praise to God the Father #605 

Praise to God the Father; 
praise to God the Son; 
praise to God the Spirit: 



3 
 

praise to the Three-in-One. 
Sing praise, sing praise to the Lord on high. 
Praise to God Almighty; 
praise to the Holy One. 
 
   THE WORD 

A Time with the Children   

First Reading   1 Samuel 3:1-10                     Lay Leader: Amy Macomber  

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord 
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the 
Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he 
went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; 
lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the 
Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third 
time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel     John 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you come to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 
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answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon     Come and See     
 
Unity Hymn  Will You Come and Follow Me  #726 (vs. 1,2,4) 

1 “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 

 

2 “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?” 

 
4 “Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 

 

Together, We Confess Our Faith   The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  
Amen.   
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RESPONDING 

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory    

Doxology                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #606  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Almighty and merciful God, 
from whom comes all that is good, 
we praise you for your mercies, 
for your goodness that has created us, 
your grace that has sustained us, 
your discipline that has corrected us, 
your patience that has borne with us, 
and your love that has redeemed us. 
Help us to love you, 
and to be thankful for all your gifts 
by serving you and delighting to do your will, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship  

Sending Hymn   Guide My Feet             #741 (vs. 1,2,5) 
1 Guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
guide my feet while I run this race; (yes, my Lord!) 
guide my feet while I run this race, 
for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 
2 Hold my hand while I …. 
5 Search my heart while I …. 
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Blessing and Charge 

The blessing of the holy, triune God— 
who was and is and is to come— 
first and last, 
beginning and end, 
Alpha and Omega— 
be with you now and always 

Go therefore and make disciples. 
The Lord is with you always. 

Thanks be to God,  
Amen. 

Response   Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness  #314 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 
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