April 11, 2021
Second Sunday of Easter
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We are filled with joy at your presence and hope you experience
God’s Spirit as you worship and meet with those around you. If you would like

more information about RPC, please talk with any Session member or the
Pastor.



ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

Bold Letters -- Indicate congregational response

GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome
Call to Worship

Peace be with you. Jesus stands among us.
Peace be with you. The risen Lord is here.
How very good and pleasant it is
when the people of God live in unity.

Gathering Hymn That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright #254

1 That Easter day with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light
when, to their longing eyes restored,
the apostles saw their risen Lord.

2 He bade them see his hands, his side,
where yet the glorious wounds abide,
the tokens true which made it plain
their Lord indeed was risen again.

3 From every weapon death can wield,
your own redeemed forever shield;

O Lord of all, with us abide

in this our joyful Eastertide.

Opening Prayer

Almighty and eternal God,

the strength of those who believe
and the hope of those who doubt,
may we, who have not seen, have
faith and receive

the fullness of Christ’s blessing,
who is alive and reigns with you



in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Call to Confession

The Spirit of God helps us in our weakness, interceding with sighs too deep for
words. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession
Almighty God,
in raising Jesus from the grave,
you shattered the power of sin and death.
We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,
bound by the ways that lead to death.
We overlook the poor and the hungry,
and pass by those who mourn;
we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,
and indifferent to calls for peace;
we despise the wealk,
and abuse the earth you made.

Forgive us, God of mercy.

Help us to trust your power

to change our lives and make us new,

that we may know the joy of life abundant
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

Silence is Kept for personal confession

Assurance of Pardon
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the saints.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Amen.

Response in Praise Halle, Halle, Hallelujah #591

Refrain:
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!



Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

THE WORD
A Time with the Children

First Reading Acts 4:32-35

Lay Leader: Aimee Ranaivoarjaona

’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. **With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. **There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. *> They laid it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel John 20:19-31

BWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *°After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. **Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you.” 2\When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. *>So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

2°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” >’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but

believe.” **Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *Jesus said to him,



“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

**Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

Thanks be to God.

Sermon Fear, Community, Peace, Faith

Unity Hymn God Is Here ! #409

1 God is here! As we your people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts

wait the coming of the Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

2 Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit;
here the cross has central place.
Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.

3 Here our children find a welcome
in the Shepherd's flock and fold;
here, as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us as of old.

Here the servants of the Servant
seek in worship to explore

what it means in daily living

to believe and to adore.



4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt

keep us faithful to the gospel;

help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day's dedication,

all we have to give, receive:

we, who cannot live without you,
we adore you! We believe!

Together, We Confess Our Faith The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the

dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting.

Amen.

RESPONDING

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #606

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Eternal God,

we praise you that your glory has dawned on us,
and brought us into this Day of Resurrection.

We rejoice that the grave could not hold your Son,
and that he has conquered death,

risen to rule over all powers of this earth.

We praise you that he summons us into new life,
to follow him with joy and gladness.

By your Spirit,

lift us from doubt and despair,



and set our feet in Christ’s holy way,
that our lives may be signs of his life,
and all we have may show forth his love.
Praise, glory, and thanksgiving to you,
our God, forever and ever.

Amen.

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, forever.

Amen.
SENDING

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship

Sending Hymn Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! #239

1 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!

To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 The Lord of life is risen today!
Death’s mighty stone is rolled away.
Let all the earth rejoice and say:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Praise we in songs of victory

that love, that life which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord

the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Blessing and Charge

May the steadfast love of the Lord be yours,
this day and forever. Alleluia!

Christ is risen! Do not be afraid.
Go and tell this good news to all.
Thanks be to God, Amen.

Response Be Still and Know That | Am God

Be still and know that | am God.
Be still and know that | am God.

Postlude

#414



