
 

 

August 1, 2021 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 
The Trinity, Andrei Rublev, between 1408 and 1427 

 

Pastor: Rev. Michael McNamara; Musician: Howie Jung; Lay Leader: Amy Macomber 

 
We are filled with joy at your presence and hope you experience 

God’s Spirit as you worship and meet with those around you. If you would like more 

information about RPC, please talk with any Session member or the Pastor. 
 
 

ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
*-- Indicates that all who are able may stand 

Bold Letters -- Indicate congregational response 
Hymns are found in either in the hardcover GLORY TO GOD Hymnal.  
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GATHERING 

Prelude 

Welcome 

*Call to Worship 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

*Gathering Hymn    Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song        #737 (vs. 1,3) 

1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 
I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go: 
you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 
to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 
For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 

 
Opening Prayer 

God of the covenant,  
In our baptism you called us 
To proclaim the coming of your kingdom. 
Give us courage like you gave the apostles, 
That we may faithfully witness to your love and peace 
In every circumstance of life,  
In the name of Jesus Christ our redeemer, 
Who live and reigns with you 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

Call to Confession 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 
when we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins. 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us, together, confess our sin. 
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Prayer of Confession 
Holy and merciful God, 
in your presence we confess 
our failure to be what you created us to be. 
You alone know how often we have sinned 
in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, 
in forgetting your love. 
By your loving mercy, 
help us to live in your light 
and abide in your ways, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

  
Silence is kept for personal confession 

Assurance of Pardon  
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has 
begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God,  

  Amen. 

*Response in Praise     Glory Be to the Father       #581 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. 
Amen, amen.  

THE WORD 

A Time with the Children 

First Reading           Genesis 12:1-5  

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 



3 

 

those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”[a] 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and 
his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons 
whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. 
When they had come to the land of Canaan, 

      

 
Second Reading  Genesis 18:1-15 

The LORD appeared to Abraham[a] by the oaks[b] of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance 
of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed 
down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your 
servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under 
the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that 
you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you 
have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready 
quickly three measures[c] of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to 
the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened 
to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and 
set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the 
tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah 
shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11 Now 
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after 
the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, 
and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did 
Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything 
too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and 
Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was 
afraid. He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 

  

Sermon Laughing At God or With God? 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012%3A1-5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-302a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-15%2CGenesis+21%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-426a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-15%2CGenesis+21%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-426b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-15%2CGenesis+21%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-431c
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*Together, We Confess Our Faith        The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

RESPONDING 

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory    

*Doxology                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow #606  

Prayer of Dedication 

Eternal God, 
we praise you that your glory has dawned on us, 
and brought us into this Day of Resurrection. 
We rejoice that the grave could not hold your Son, 
and that he has conquered death, 
risen to rule over all powers of this earth. 
We praise you that he summons us into new life, 
to follow him with joy and gladness. 
By your Spirit, 
lift us from doubt and despair, 
and set our feet in Christ’s holy way, 
that our lives may be signs of his life, 
and all we have may show forth his love. 
Praise, glory, and thanksgiving to you, 
our God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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*Communion Hymn   Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken      #498 (vs. 1,4) 

1 Loaves were broken, words were spoken 
by the Galilean shore. 
Jesus, Bread of Life from heaven, 
was their food forevermore. 
By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 
 
4 By the loaves you break and give us, 
send us in your name to share 
bread for which the millions hunger, 
words that tell your love and care. 
By your body broken for us, 
by your wine of life outpoured, 
Jesus, feed again your people. 
Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 

Invitation to The Lord’s Table 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Praise to you, O God, for all your works. 
You created the world and called it good 
and made us in your image to live together in love. 
You made a covenant with us, 
and even when we turned from you, 
you remained ever faithful. 

Therefore with all creation we sing your praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thank you, O God, for sending us your Son. 
He lived among us and told your story. 
He healed the sick and welcomed sinners. 
He shared our pain and died our death, 
then rose to new life that we might live, 
and all creation be restored. 

Remembering your boundless love 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
we break bread and share the cup, 
giving ourselves to you 
to live for him in joy and praise. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine 
that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ 
and that we may be his body for the world. 
By your Spirit unite us with Christ and one another 
until we feast with him and with all your saints 
in your eternal realm of justice and peace. 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 
now and forever.  

  Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking the Bread 

Communion   
Please partake of the communion elements at home as the participants in the 
sanctuary partake. 

Prayer after Communion  

SENDING 

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship 

*Sending Hymn     I, the Lord of Sea and Sky      #69 (vs. 1,2) 
         Here I am, Lord 
1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Refrain: 
Here I am, Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
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give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
(Refrain) 
 

*Blessing and Charge 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

 Alleluia! 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Amen. 
 

*Response      Be Still and Know That I Am God       #414 

Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God. 

Postlude 
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    Rockville Presbyterian Church welcomes everyone without 
regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability 
or marital status. We also welcome and encourage the full 
participation of persons without regard to sexual 
orientation. 


