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     GATHERING 

Prelude  
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

*Gathering Hymn  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love    #203 (vs. 1,2)     

Refrain: 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love; 
show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
silently washes their feet, 
Master who acts as a slave to them. (Refrain) 
 
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
varied in color and race; 
neighbors are near us and far away. (Refrain) 

Opening Prayer 

God of all glory, 
on this first day you began creation, 
bringing light out of darkness. 
On this first day you began your new creation, 
raising Jesus Christ out of the darkness of death. 

On this Lord’s Day grant that we, 
the people you create by water and the Spirit, 
may be joined with all your works 
in praising you for your great glory. 

Through Jesus Christ, 
in union with the Holy Spirit, 
we praise you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Call to Confession 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But when 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins. Trusting in 
God’s grace, let us, together, confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy and merciful God, 
in your presence we confess 
our failure to be what you created us to be. 
You alone know how often we have sinned 
in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, 
in forgetting your love. 
By your loving mercy, 
help us to live in your light 
and abide in your ways, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

Silence is kept for personal confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has 
begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God, Amen. 

*Response in Praise                        Our God Is an Awesome God #616                

Our God is an awesome God 
who reigns from heaven above 
with wisdom, power, and love; 
our God is an awesome God!   

              

THE WORD 

A Time with the Children 
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First Reading          Genesis 27:1-29       

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called his 
elder son Esau and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 
“See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3 Now then, take your weapons, 
your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. 4 Then 
prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to me to eat, so that I may 
bless you before I die.” 
5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to 
the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your 
father say to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game, and prepare for me savory food to 
eat, that I may bless you before the LORD before I die.’ 8 Now therefore, my son, obey 
my word as I command you. 9 Go to the flock, and get me two choice kids, so that I 
may prepare from them savory food for your father, such as he likes; 10 and you shall 
take it to your father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob 
said to his mother Rebekah, “Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a man of 
smooth skin. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him, 
and bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him, “Let your 
curse be on me, my son; only obey my word, and go, get them for me.” 14 So he went 
and got them and brought them to his mother; and his mother prepared savory food, 
such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son 
Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on her younger son 
Jacob; 16 and she put the skins of the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his 
neck. 17 Then she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had prepared, to 
her son Jacob. 
18 So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he said, “Here I am; who are 
you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as 
you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless me.” 20 But Isaac 
said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, 
“Because the LORD your God granted me success.” 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come 
near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or 
not.” 22 So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The voice is 
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, 
because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 24 He 
said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I am.” 25 Then he said, “Bring it to 
me, that I may eat of my son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it to him, and he 
ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac said to him, 
“Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he came near and kissed him; and he smelled 
the smell of his garments, and blessed him, and said, 
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“Ah, the smell of my son 
    is like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. 
28 May God give you of the dew of heaven, 
    and of the fatness of the earth, 
    and plenty of grain and wine. 
29 Let peoples serve you, 
    and nations bow down to you. 
Be lord over your brothers, 
    and may your mother’s sons bow down to you. 
Cursed be everyone who curses you, 
    and blessed be everyone who blesses you!” 

 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  
Second Reading           Genesis 27:30-45 

30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out 
from the presence of his father Isaac, his brother Esau came in from his hunting. 31He 
also prepared savoury food, and brought it to his father. And he said to his father, 
‘Let my father sit up and eat of his son’s game, so that you may bless me.’ 32His 
father Isaac said to him, ‘Who are you?’ He answered, ‘I am your firstborn son, 
Esau.’ 33Then Isaac trembled violently, and said, ‘Who was it then that hunted game 
and brought it to me, and I ate it all* before you came, and I have blessed him?—yes, 
and blessed he shall be!’ 34When Esau heard his father’s words, he cried out with an 
exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, ‘Bless me, me also, 
father!’ 35But he said, ‘Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your 
blessing.’ 36Esau said, ‘Is he not rightly named Jacob?* For he has supplanted me 
these two times. He took away my birthright; and look, now he has taken away my 
blessing.’ Then he said, ‘Have you not reserved a blessing for me?’ 37Isaac answered 
Esau, ‘I have already made him your lord, and I have given him all his brothers as 
servants, and with grain and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, 
my son?’ 38Esau said to his father, ‘Have you only one blessing, father? Bless me, me 
also, father!’ And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 
39 Then his father Isaac answered him: 
‘See, away from* the fatness of the earth shall your home be, 
   and away from* the dew of heaven on high. 
40 By your sword you shall live, 
   and you shall serve your brother; 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


5 

 

but when you break loose,* 
   you shall break his yoke from your neck.’ 
41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed 
him, and Esau said to himself, ‘The days of mourning for my father are approaching; 
then I will kill my brother Jacob.’ 42But the words of her elder son Esau were told to 
Rebekah; so she sent and called her younger son Jacob and said to him, ‘Your brother 
Esau is consoling himself by planning to kill you. 43Now therefore, my son, obey my 
voice; flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran, 44and stay with him for a while, 
until your brother’s fury turns away— 45until your brother’s anger against you turns 
away, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will send, and bring you back 
from there. Why should I lose both of you in one day?’ 

   The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon What is Righteousness? 

 

*Together, We Confess Our Faith           The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional)  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   

     

     RESPONDING 

Invitation to Present Our Tithes and Offerings  

Offertory   

*Doxology  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow #606 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Eternal God, 
we praise you that your glory has dawned on us, 
and brought us into this Day of Resurrection. 
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We rejoice that the grave could not hold your Son, 
and that he has conquered death, 
risen to rule over all powers of this earth. 
We praise you that he summons us into new life, 
to follow him with joy and gladness. 
By your Spirit, 
lift us from doubt and despair, 
and set our feet in Christ’s holy way, 
that our lives may be signs of his life, 
and all we have may show forth his love. 
Praise, glory, and thanksgiving to you, 
our God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

Opportunities for Service and Fellowship 

*Sending Hymn Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  #753 (vs.1,2) 

1 Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 
2 Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, only light, 
and where there’s sadness, ever joy.  
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*Blessing and Charge 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  

 Alleluia! 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 *Response Be Still and Know That I Am God #414 

Be still and know that I am God. 
Be still and know that I am God. 

Postlude    
 
 


