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Introduction 
Join us online if you can at 11am. Website: basingstokesalvationarmy.sermon.net. Smartphone/ tablet 
sermon.net app (search for Basingstoke Salvation Army). Facebook - 
www.facebook.com/BasingstokeSalvationArmy/live. YouTube - 
www.youtube.com/robwestwoodpayne/live. Listen on any phone – dial 01256 679888 (from around three 
hours after the service). 
 
Jesus is risen – he is risen indeed! Hallelujah! Shout it loud enough to ensure everyone in your household 
knows, and if you’re on your own, shout it loud enough so that the neighbours hear! 
 
Song – Christ the Lord is risen today 

Christ the Lord is risen today, 
Hallelujah! 
Sons of men and angels say: 
Hallelujah! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; 
Hallelujah! 
Sing, ye heavens; thou earth, reply: 
Hallelujah! 

2 Love’s redeeming work is done; 
Fought the fight, the battle won; 
Lo! the sun’s eclipse is o'er, 
Lo! he sets in blood no more. 

  
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, 
Christ hath burst the gates of Hell; 
Death in vain forbids his rise; 
Christ hath opened Paradise. 

4 Lives again our glorious King; 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Once he died our souls to save; 
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? 

  
5 Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Following our exalted head; 
Made like him, like him we rise, 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 
Song – All heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord 

All Heaven declares the glory of the risen Lord. 
Who can compare with the beauty of the Lord? 
For ever he will be the Lamb upon the throne. 
I gladly bow the knee and worship him alone. 

2 I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord, 
Who once was slain to reconcile man to God. 
For ever you will be the Lamb upon the throne. 
I gladly bow the knee and worship you alone. 

 
Noel and Tricia Richards 
© 1987 Thankyou Music/Adm. by Capitol CMG Publishing excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integritymusic.com, a division of David C. Cook, 
songs@integritymusic.com Used by permission.† 
 
A Pastoral Prayer for Easter Sunday 
When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
Your love was too strong, 
too wide, 
too deep 
for death to hold. 

Easter Sunday 12 April 2020 
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The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread 
and burst forth 
with resurrection light. 
Gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light 
into the lives of others.  Amen. 
 
Bible Reading: John 20:1-10 (New Living Translation) 
20 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the 
stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 2 She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where 
they have put him!” 
3 Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
but he didn’t go in. 6 Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7 while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other 
wrappings. 8 Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed— 9 for 
until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. 10 Then they 
went home. 

Song – Happy Day 

1 The greatest day in history, 
 death is beaten, you have rescued me. 
 Sing it out, Jesus is alive. 
 The empty cross and the empty grave, 
 life eternal, you have won the day. 
 Shout it out: Jesus is alive, 
 he's alive. 

And oh, happy day, happy day,  
you washed my sin away.  
Oh, happy day, happy day,  
I'll never be the same.  
Forever I am changed. 

  
2 When I stand in that place, 
 free at last, meeting face to face, 
 I am yours, Jesus, you are mine. 
 Endless joy, perfect peace, 
 earthly pain finally will cease. 
 Celebrate, Jesus is alive, 
 he's alive. 

Oh, what a glorious day, 
what a glorious way 
that you have saved me. 
And oh, what a glorious day, 
what a glorious name, 
yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. 

 
Tim Hughes (born 1978) and Ben Cantelon (born 1984) 
© 2006Thankyou Music/admin. by worshiptogether.com songs excluding UK & Europe, adm. by Kingswaysongs, a division of David 
C Cook, www.kingswayworship.co.uk Used by permission 
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Song – Thine is the glory 

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave clothes 
Where thy body lay. 

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o’er death hast won. 

  
2 Lo! Jesus meets thee, 
Risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets thee, 
Scatters fear and gloom; 
Let his Church with gladness 
Hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth; 
Death has lost its sting. 

3 No more we doubt thee, 
Glorious prince of life! 
Life is naught without thee; 
Aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors 
Through thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan 
To thy Home above. 

 
Edmond L. Budry (1854-1932), trs Richard B. Hoyle (1875-1939) 
 
Bible Message: Hope in the Dark 

Has Anything Changed? It’s still dark 

Easter Sunday is a day of celebration. But is it? The world still seems dark. That’s certainly how Jesus’ first 
disciples felt. Something died in them the day Jesus died. 

It’s Dark, but Hope Lives 

John 20:1 NLT 
Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone 
had been rolled away from the entrance. 

But the good news that Jesus lives, that hope lives, comes to us while it is still dark. 

Seeing and Believing 

John 20:8 NLT 
Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed— 

Mary Magdalene saw hope in the dark on that first Easter Sunday. So did Peter and John. They saw and 
believed. So, what did they see? 

John tells us they each saw the linen wrappings that had wrapped Jesus’ body lying there. Peter noticed the 
cloth that had covered Jesus’ head, lying folded up next to the linen wrapping. The word for “saw” in v.8 
means “to see with understanding.” When John looked in, he saw and suddenly understood what it all 
meant. That’s why he believed. 

The Disciples are Transformed 

Acts 4:33 NLT 
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The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon 
them all. 

Just a few short weeks, having met with the resurrected Jesus, the disciples would be transformed from 
people afraid of the dark to people testifying to the light of hope. 

That’s the power of hope in the dark. Hope exists because Jesus is alive! 

Experience Resurrection Hope 

I pray that you experience this hope - this resurrection power - today. Because whilst Jesus lives in you, 
then hope lives in you. You will have storms to face. You will feel in the dark. But Jesus is alive, and hope 
exists. May he fill your life today and may you will be able to sing: It is well with my soul. 

Song – When peace like a river attendeth my way 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll, 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to know 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

  
4 But Lord, 'tis for thee, for thy coming we wait, 
The sky, not the grave, is our goal; 
O trump of the angel! O voice of the Lord! 
Blessèd hope, blessèd rest of my soul! 

6 And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be 
sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall 
descend, 
Even so, it is well with my soul. 

 
Horatio Gates Spafford (1828-1888) 

Song – In Christ alone my hope is found 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my all in all, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

2 In Christ alone ? who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones he came to save: 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied, 
For every sin on him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

  
3 There in the ground his body lay, 
Light of the World by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave he rose again! 
And as he stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am his and he is mine ? 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of Hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from his hand; 
Till he returns or calls me Home, 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand! 

 
Stuart Townend and Keith Getty 
© 2001 Thankyou Music/Adm. by capitolcmgpublishing.com worldwide excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integritymusic.com, a division of 
David C. Cook, songs@integritymusic.com Used by permission. 
 


