
 Savor the taste of our previous brew  

	
	
	

	

 
In the absence of a previous passage, we will analyze the book’s “Vital Statistics” from the Life Application 
Study Bible for answers to the 5W’s that will establish a foundation for its study. 
Who wrote the book? 
Ezekiel son of Buzi, a Zadokite priest         
 

Who did he write it to? 
The Jews in captivity in Babylonia 
 

Who did he write about to them? 
Ezekiel, Israel’s leaders, Ezekiel’s wife, Nebuchadnezzar, “the prince” 
 

When did he write it? 
Approximately 593 B.C., July 31 of the year Ezekiel turned 30, during the 5th year of King Jeohoiachin’s captivity 
 

Where did he write it? 
Beside the Kebar River in Babylon. He also writes about Jerusalem, Babylon, and Egypt 
 

Why did he write it? 
To announce God’s judgment on Israel and other nations and to foretell the eventual salvation of God’s people. 
 

Setting of the book? 
Ezekiel was a younger contemporary of Jeremiah. While Jeremiah ministered to the people still in Judah, Ezekiel 
prophesied to those already exiled in Babylonia after the defeat of Jehoiachin. He was taken there in 597 B.C. 
 

KEY VERSES: 
“For I will gather you up from all the nations and bring you home again to your land. Then I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will no longer worship idols. And I 
will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give 
you a tender, responsive heart” (36:24-26). 
 

THE BLUEPRINT 
A. MESSAGES OF DOOM (1:1-24:27) 
 1. Ezekiel’s call 
 2. Visions of sin and judgment 
 3. Punishment is certain 
 

While Jeremiah was prophesying in Jerusalem that the city would soon fall to the Babylonians, Ezekiel was giving 
the same message to the captives who were already in Babylon. Like those in Jerusalem, the captives 
stubbornly believed that Jerusalem would not fall and that they would soon return to their land. Ezekiel warned 

The Grind	

Since everything in the Bible leads into and prepares the way for what comes after it, refresh yesterday’s 
Brew to let the previous passage get you ready for today’s verses. At the beginning of Chapter One, we 
need to get the background of the book to see where Ezekiel was coming from when he wrote it. 
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 Let us pour you a fresh cup, ground verse-by-verse from today’s passage  

them that punishment was certain because of their sins and that God was purifying his people. God will always 
punish sin, whether we believe it or not. 
 

B. MESSAGES AGAINST FOREIGN NATIONS (25:1-32:32) 
Ezekiel condemns the sinful actions of seven nations. The people in these nations were saying that God was 
obviously too weak to defend his people and the city of Jerusalem. But God was allowing his people to be 
defeated in order to punish them for their sins. These pagan nations, however, would face a similar fate, and 
then they would know that God is all-powerful. Those who dare to mock God today will also face a terrible fate. 
 

C. MESSAGES OF HOPE (33:1-48:35) 
 1. Restoring [Regenerating] the people of God 
 2. Restoring [Regenerating] the worship of God 
 

After the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel delivered messages of future restoration and hope for the people. God is holy, 
but Jerusalem and the Temple had become defiled. The nation had to be cleansed through 70 years of 
captivity. Ezekiel gives a vivid picture of the unchangeable holiness of God. We, too, must gain a vision of the 
glory of God, a fresh sense of his greatness, as we face the struggles of daily life. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
In today’s passage, verses 1-3, the prophet introduces himself, starting with the first person in v.1 and ending with 
the third person in verses 2-3. So, please open your Bibles to Ezekiel Chapter 1, and let me pour you a hot 
CuppaJesus from today’s brew, starting with v.1.  

 
WHAT TO LOOK FOR TODAY  
Here are the main items in the text that will lead you to its understanding.  

Pay careful attention to every item as you follow today’s devotional in your study Bible. We have already grouped 
them by colors in “Today’s Text,” so you can follow the writer's flow of thought for yourself. Capture and grasp what 
he is trying to tell you with matching color pencils to draw lines connecting items to others in the same color-family, 
and a black pencil to cross-link items from different color-families that still have something to do with one another. 
Use circles, boxes, triangles, etc. to identify topics and themes (triangles, for instance, might represent the 
Trinity). Also mark with asterisks, etc., the ones you need to look up later for more information or greater details.  

TODAY’S TEXT 
1 On July 31 of my thirtieth year, while I was with the Judean exiles beside the Kebar River in Babylon, 
the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.  

2 This happened during the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity.  

 Verse 1 Verse 2 Verse 3 
Links While, and  And 

Persons My, I 2x, (the Judean) exiles King Jehoiachin’s The LORD 2x, Ezekiel, he, him, 
(son of) Buzi 

Places Beside (the Kebar River), in 
(Babylon) 

 To (Ezekiel), beside (the Kebar 
River), in (the land of the 
Babylonians) 

Things On Jul1 31 of, thirtieth year, the 
Kebar River, Babylon, the heavens, 
visions of 

This, the fifth year of, 
captivity 

This message, son of, a priest, 
the land of, the Babylonians, the 
hand of 

Words Was with, were opened, saw Happened during Gave, felt, take hold of 
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3 (The LORD gave this message to Ezekiel son of Buzi, a priest, beside the Kebar River in the land of the 
Babylonians, and he felt the hand of the LORD take hold of him.) 

TODAY’S DEVOTIONAL 
1 In the first person, Ezekiel (his name means, “May God Strengthen” in Hebrew) announces when the book 
begins, “On July 31 of my thirtieth year,” using a time and date from a secular perspective. Then, transitioning 
to a more spiritual viewpoint, he describes what was happening on that date: “I was with the Judean exiles 
beside the Kebar River in Babylon.” Scholars associate the river Kebar with the naru kabari, or ‘great river’ 
referred to in two cuneiform texts from Nippur, the ancient Sumerian center for the worship of the god, Enlil 
whom they considered ruler of the cosmos. Actually an irrigation canal, it brought water from the Euphrates 
along a south-eastwards loop from Babylon and back to the main river near Uruk (the biblical Erech). Two 
significant events occurred at the time and that place. First, “the heavens were opened,” allowing him, next, to 
see “visions of [or, belonging to] God.” Thus, Ezekiel commemorates the occasion as his own call to the 
ministry. 

On July 31 of my thirtieth year, On my 30th birthday 

while during the time that 

I was with the Judean exiles I, Ezekiel was among my fellow captives from Judea 

beside the Kebar River in Babylon, on the banks of the irrigation canal Kebar in Babylon 

the heavens were opened the skies parted, allowing access beyond it 

and as a result, or, so  

I saw visions of God. I, Ezekiel could see mental images belonging to the true Creator, Israel’s God 

2 Still in the first person, Ezekiel redates the introduction to his prophecies with a more identifiable reference to 
history to explain when the more obscure thirtieth year occurred. It seems that the thirtieth year of Ezekiel’s life 
coincided with the “fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity,” namely 593 BC. Since 30 was the age when a 
priest began serving at the temple, Ezekiel considered his call to prophesy the fulfillment of the priestly ministry 
denied him in captivity. Unable to serve like his fathers at the temple in Jerusalem, God summoned him to 
another more appropriate ministry at this crucial time in his life. God commissioned the priest to be a prophet. 

As for the reference to King Jehoiachin’s captivity, the wheels of history began rolling in that direction with the 
collapse of Assyria. Ancient Near Eastern kings forced their victims to worship their gods and to pay them tribute 
plus other dues. So, Israel’s earlier kings set up local worship of Assyrian deities in submission to Assyrian 
authority. As Assyrian influence weakened, Josiah (640-609 BC) carried out religious reforms as both a sign of 
spiritual awakening and a declaration of political independence. Babylon announced its superiority over Assyria 
with Nineveh’s fall in 612 BC, and sealed its supremacy over the world by defeating the Egyptian army at 
Carchemish seven years later in 605 BC.  

In a misguided act of loyalty to Babylon, Josiah lost his life trying to stop Pharaoh Necho II from aiding the 
doomed Assyrians. In an effort to solidify his hold on the region, the retreating Pharaoh forced Jerusalem to 
surrender, King Jehoahaz, Josiah’s son and replaced him with his brother Eliakim whom he renamed Jehoiakim 
and laid a heavy tribute on him (2Kgs. 23:31-33). A real loser, he allowed Josiah’s reforms to lapse and 
reintroduced idolatrous practices to the land. He rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar after Babylon and Egypt 
fought to a draw in 601 BC. In December, 598 BC, Babylon moved against Jerusalem about the time Jehoiakim 
died, possibly by assassination, and his 18 year old son, Jehoiachin succeeded him.  

When Egyptian help failed to materialize (2Kgs. 24:7) after three months of siege, the young king surrendered 
on the 2nd day of Adar, March 16, 597 BC. Carried off to Babylon along with the Queen mother, the palace staff, 
Israel’s leading citizens and Ezekiel, Jehoiachin (also called Coniah or Jeconiah) lived the rest of his life in 
Babylon (2Kgs. 24:14). Five years later, during Ezekiel’s 30th year, God called the young priest to prophesy to 
the exiles, while Jeremiah spoke to the people still in Judah.  



This What Ezekiel said in v.1, namely his call to the prophetic ministry 

happened occurred 

during at the same time as 

the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity. King Jehoiachin’s fifth year of exile 

3 Ezekiel shifts to the 3rd person, inserting a much needed explanation here to supply the reader with several 
important facts. In full prophetic gear, Ezekiel leaves all secularism behind and identifies himself: “(The LORD 
gave this message to Ezekiel.” At the same time, he disavows any connection with the astral gods of Babylon 
by naming, the LORD, the God of Israel, as the source of what he is about to say. The Eternal and Holy One of 
Israel personally handed the message to him that he is about to deliver to the exiles. The word “this” points to 
the nearby words in the next verse. He describes himself as “son of Buzi, a priest,” underscoring the 
significance of the reference to his 30th year, so that instead of a coincidence, the LORD entrusted him with a 
message on purpose––calling him to prophetic ministry at the very time he would have started serving as a 
priest had he remained in Jerusalem. Though scholars cannot decide whether the words, “a priest” refer to him 
or his father, at any event, Ezekiel would certainly have followed in his father’s footsteps.  

In v.1, Ezekiel claimed that he ‘saw’ visions from God, the usual role of a prophet as a ‘seer.’ Here he adds the 
related idea of a ‘messenger,’ who is expected to tell others what God has revealed to him. Instead of keeping 
to himself what the LORD has shown him, Ezekiel accepts the responsibility of sharing with others what he has 
learned from God. In case anyone might dispute his claim because he hadn’t said anything about a divine 
calling before, Ezekiel repeats that God did not speak to him until that time in Babylon. That the LORD could 
operate outside of Palestine, in Babylon reinforced prophetic claims that He was a universal God, at work in 
foreign lands and superior to any Babylonian deity. Ezekiel adds his own testimony to this fact, saying: “and he 
felt the hand of the LORD take hold of him.” More than a claim to a divine call, the prophet affirms that he 
was under divine influence from his own personal experience. Instead of words out of nowhere, he came in 
contact with the one who spoke to him. Throughout the book, Ezekiel repeats the phrase, ‘hand of the LORD’ to 
affirm that he was moved––provoked or stirred––by the Eternal One, Himself to speak or act on His behalf. He 
deliberately detaches himself with the 3rd person to repel any charges of being too emotional and therefore less 
credible about what he says. The LORD animates him rather than any personal feelings or instability. 

(The LORD the Eternal One 

gave this message to Ezekiel personally passed on to Ezekiel the words he is about to deliver to the 
exiles 

son of Buzi, a priest, a direct descendant of Buzi, part of a priestly family 

beside the Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians, on the banks of the irrigation canal Kebar in the 
territory populated by the Chaldeans, or Babylonians 

and plus, or, on top of that 

he felt the hand of the LORD take hold of him.) Ezekiel experienced personal contact with the Eternal 
One (the one whose name means, “May God Strengthen” actually felt divine power surging through 
him) 

			
   
 

 

Well,	we hope you enjoyed this morning’s CuppaJ for the Day, brewed verse-by-verse to bring out the full-flavor of 
the text. Now it’s your turn to explore the passage for yourself––to make this study good to the last drop. 

Let Jesus pour you a fuller bodied, more flavorful CuppaJ from today’s brew    
A Tastier CuppaJ	



1. Open your Bible to today’s passage and review today’s brew.   
2. Savor the passage, one verse at a time, listening for God’s still small voice. 
3. Follow the trail you marked in each verse, pause to look up the terms you 

flagged for further consideration, and write whatever the Spirit brings to mind.  

.  

Remember, you haven’t really studied the Bible, God’s Written Word––until it connects you with Jesus, God’s 
Living Word. Then Jesus, the true Teacher can customize the text, so every word comes across written just for you. 	
This morning’s CuppaJ is just a taste of what’s in the text––the starting point for a deeper learning experience 
with Jesus. So, go ahead; spend time alone with Him to go over this passage together. Let Jesus pour a tastier 
CuppaJ from the same brew, for you, today. Use the following form to jot down whatever Jesus shares with you. 

 

 
 

 

 

v.22  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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v.24  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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