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Sitting at Jesus’ Feet 

ALONE. AS A FAMILY. AS A COUPLE. AS A CLUB.



Introduction 

Where do we start? 

Do you play football? The Green Bay Packers do; they’re a professional football team. 
Once, when they lost a game they should have won, their coach––Vince Lombardi––called 
a special team meeting.  

The team expected Coach Lombardi to scold them for playing so bad, but he didn’t. 
Instead, he said, “We must get back to basics.” Then he shocked everyone by picking up a 
football and telling them, “Gentlemen, this––is a football!”  

As Coach Lombardi showed his team the basics of football, so they could play their best., 
this book will show you the basics of Bible study, so you can study your best. Before we go 
any further, then, let’s start at the beginning: “Boys and girls, this––is a Bible.”  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What is a Bible? 
A different kind of book 

It comes from God 
Before the Bible, people learned about God and the world from nature:   

The countless stars at night, the blazing sun rising and setting every day across a huge 
sky, convinced them that an impressive God created everything 
The many types of animals, trees, plants and flowers appearing in all sorts of sizes, 
shapes, and colors showed God’s great imagination  
The way the earth comes “back to life” in the spring, after nature appears to “die” during 
the fall and stays buried throughout the winter showed God’s awesome power  
But, people needed to know more about God and their world than nature could tell them. 
So, God did something wonderful: He used a bunch of guys in beards and sandals to tell 
the rest of the people what they still needed to know. 
Here’s how He did it: 
First, God told or showed the Bible writers something to share with others 
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Then, the Holy Spirit guided the writers as they used their own experiences, education, 
and personalities to put God’s thoughts into words 
Like the apostle Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God.” So, the 
driving force from start to finish–God–is behind every word we read in the Bible. That’s 
why we call the Bible––God’s Word! 

It took a long time to write 
The Bible was not a rush job. God worked with 40 different writers over a period of 1800 
years to produce the Bible. God wrote the Ten Commandments on clay tablets––while 
the human writers wrote on small sheets of dried papyrus plants or long scrolls of 
animal skins from sheep, goats, and cows.  

It has two main sections 
The Old Testament comes first: 
• It has 39 books 
• It took around 1700 years to write  
• It was written in the Hebrew and Aramaic languages 
• It covers the history of God’s people from the creation – to 432 years before  Jesus 
• It prepares us for the New Testament by setting the stage for Jesus to arrive 
Christian versions have four main parts 

1. The five books that Moses wrote about the beginning of the world and the birth of 
God’s people 

 Genesis Exodus  Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy 

2. The books about Generals, Heroes, Heroines, and Kings that describe the ups and 
downs of Israel in the Promised Land 
   Joshua     Judges       Ruth     1, 2 Samuel    1, 2 Kings  1, 2 Chronicles Ezra     

Nehemiah     Esther 
3. The books written by Poets and Smart Guys to show that God can answer any 

questions we may have about life 
Job      Psalms      Proverbs     Ecclesiastes      Song of Solomon 

4. The books of the Prophets that pointed Israel to Jesus and the awesome future 
God planned for them 

Major Prophets [major only because they wrote longer books] 
Isaiah           Jeremiah            Lamentations          Ezekiel          Daniel 

 Minor Prophets [minor only because they wrote shorter books] 
 Hosea        Joel        Amos        Obadiah        Jonah         Micah         Nahum 

Habakkuk  Zephaniah    Haggai      Zechariah       Malachi 
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The New Testament comes next: 
• It has 27 books 
• It took around 100 years to write  
• It started, spoken in Aramaic, then was written in Greek 
• It covers the birth of Jesus, His life and ministry on earth, His death, burial, and 

resurrection, and the ministry of His followers 
• It picks up where the Old Testament leaves off and finishes the story of God and the 

kingdom that started in the Old Testament  
It also divides into four main parts:  

5. The Gospels that announce the birth of Jesus and tell His life story from four 
different angles 

Matthew      Mark             Luke  John 
2. The History Book that describes the birth of the church and tells the amazing story 

of the first Christians 
Acts 

3. The Epistles or Letters that explain how to live the life Jesus won for us on the 
cross––every day 

Romans          1,2 Corinthians          Galatians        Ephesians       Philippians 
Colossians 1,2 Thessalonians          1,2 Timothy       Titus         Philemon  

Hebrews James         1,2 Peter         1,2,3 John         Jude 
4. The last book of the Bible, the Book of Revelation, that shows how God’s people 

who are suffering today––still win in the end  
Revelation 

Jewish versions have three main parts 
Consisting entirely of the Old Testament, Jews call their Bible, “TaNaKh” blending the 
first Hebrew letter for each section into a single word: 

1. “Ta” stands for the Law, the Torah, or Five Books of Moses 
2. “Na” stands for the Nevi’ I’m, or Prophets 
3. “Kh” stands for the Ketuvim, or Writings 

New Testament writers and speakers abbreviate “the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Writings,” as simply, “the Law and the Prophets” (Jesus in Matthew 7:12, 22:40 and Luke 
16:16; John in 1:45 of his Gospel; Luke in Acts 13:15; and Paul in Romans 3:21). Though 
they share the same books, TaNaKh differs from the Protestant Old Testament in the 
order of the books, the numbering of some verses, and its emphasis on the LORD as 
both Creator and Redeemer. 
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It shows where you are 
The Bible has its own system of coordinates––like a map does. When you want  

to look up something in the Bible or tell someone else where to find something in the 
Bible––all you need is its chapter and verse!  

For example, suppose someone asks you to look up Romans 12:10; what should you 
do? 
Step number one is––to find out, “What does Romans 12:10 mean?”  

So, if someone asks you: “Look up Romans 12:10,” they’re really saying, Go: 
• To the New Testament 
• To the book of Romans 
• To the 12th chapter of Romans 
• To the 10th verse of chapter 12 
Whenever you look up a reference in the Bible, here’s what to do: 
• Identify the Testament, Old or New, that contains the book 
• Go to the Testament that contains the book 
• Go to the book 
• Go to the chapter of the book 
• Go to the verse of the chapter…and you are there! 
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This is the number of 
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What is Bible Study? 
Not what you’d expect 

Now you know what a Bible is and how to work with it – but you still need one more thing 
before you can study the Bible: you must know what Bible study is. 

What it’s not 
Some people would rather visit the dentist than study the Bible. Just the words “Bible 
study,” give them a big, red, itchy rash. If you ask, “Why?” some of them might say, “I’m too 
tired and can’t find the energy to study,” or “I’m too busy and can’t find the time to study.” 
What they really, mean to say is, “I haven’t got a clue how to study.” In fact, most people 
don’t even know what Bible study is!  
•  Some people consider Bible study a lecture. They think they need teachers to explain 

the Bible to them. That’s because they rely on other people too much and can’t 
study the Bible for themselves any more. All they get is bits and pieces that are as 
plain as the nose on their face. The deep stuff is over their heads, unless they can get 
somebody to explain it to them. 

•  Others consider Bible study a research project. They think they are supposed to 
figure out what the Bible means.  
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What it is 
Actually, Bible study is spending time with God, allowing Him to explain what it means. 
You see, God speaks to us through the Bible: its words speak with His voice. This book 
will show you how to make God your teacher, so you can learn the Bible––directly from 
Him. Think about it. You won’t have to rely on other people, anymore: you can have God 
all to yourself – every time you open His book!  

What it is for 
People have many reasons for studying Scripture, from gaining personal knowledge to 
going one up on others who challenge their beliefs. The fact is, Bible study brings us 
together with the LORD, as a family – with one hitch: how do you study with children 
without watering down the experience?  
The concept of family appeals to virtually everyone – even in the secular world. Take for 
example, the Fast and Furious franchise, one of the most successful movie ventures, ever. 
16 years and 8 films later, the series has “thrived by steering away from the first three 
films’ narrow focus on street racing and urban car culture in the U.S., which appealed to a 
limited audience, and reframing the series as stories about a close-knit team that pulls off 
daring heists around the world.” As Troy Craig Poon, president of director Justin Lin’s 
production company, Perfect Storm Entertainment told Variety’s Marc Graser: “think what 
people resonate with in “The Fast and the Furious” is these characters become a family, 
an unconventional family. People from around the world can’t wait to see this non-
traditional family come together.”  
The family concept overrides the lawlessness of the franchise characters, or so says 
Donna Langley, co-chairman of Universal Pictures: “while “Fast” has evolved into a 
legitimate action franchise, “what’s unique is that we’ve maintained the heart and soul of 
the original film — a movie about family, people with a code and characters that are 
archetypal even though they’re anti-heroes and on the wrong side of the law.” 
In a secular world that tries to imitate the church, the Christian community has lost sight 
of what it means to be a family gathered around God’s Word, seeking advice together 
from our Heavenly Father. Most households divide Bible study in two: one for adults and 
another for kids, without realizing the harm this does to a family. Laboring under the 
misconception they can teach the Bible to underage children, parents unwittingly expose 
them to truths beyond their capacity to understand. Filtered by their undisciplined minds 
and unbridled imaginations truths emerge as childish impressions. I recall my own 
inability to deal with the word, “Colossians,” morphing it into “Galoshans,” to fit the image 
it triggered in my head. When my mother read the letter that Paul wrote to the 
Colossians, I envisioned him speaking to rows of rubber boots!   
Instead of explaining texts to children, expecting them to grasp even some of their 
meaning, parents should generate interest in God and His Word, as early as possible, or 

�8



so Moses recommended to God’s people as they prepared to enter the Promised Land. 
He called on mothers and fathers to “teach diligently [what God commanded them] to 
your children” (Deuteronomy 6:7). Normally, the Old Testament uses one of two other 
words to describe the role of parents in passing down God’s instructions to their 
children: yara, “to point out” or lamad, “to goad, or train.” But the word translated “teach” 
here, essentially means “to whet,” to excite or stimulate – in this context – the child’s 
desire, interest, and appetite for God and His Word.  
Since the children in the context of Deuteronomy 6 rely entirely on their parents, either 
talking with (v.7) or asking (v.20) them for information about spiritual matters, this 
appears to be the goal of instructing children who cannot educate themselves. So, 
spiritual education of children divides into two phases – before and after they can read.  
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Educating Children before They Can Read 
Deuteronomy 6 is a virtual mission statement for parents of pre-school children. It lays out a 
detailed plan of action for them, starting with their attitude toward the LORD God and His 
commands. 

Attitude 
According to v.5, before parents can get children interested in God, they must have a 
great personal interest in God, themselves. The verse advises them to, “Love the LORD 
your God with all your heart.” This is the foundation for true obedience of His commands, 
because they must also make His orders a matter of the heart rather than the head (v.6). 
In the same way, the first four of the Ten Commandments explain how to love God, 
before the last six describe how to love our neighbor. 

Method 
A favorite in both the Old and New Testaments, repetition saturates young minds with 
information, embedding images as it corrects former misunderstandings. So, Moses 
recommends repeating them over and over at every opportunity to the kids, “talking 
about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you go to bed 
and when you get up” (v.7). This 24/7 lifestyle in public as well as behind closed doors 
implies a heartfelt commitment to God’s Word, consistent with verses 5 and 6 and leads 
us into verses 8 and 9. 
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Example 
Many church-members can recite scripture, quoting it word for word; but few actually live 
it – the next requirement of parents raising children for the LORD. Moms and dads must 
“practice what they preach,” backing up what they say with a consistent example worthy 
of imitation. So, v.8 calls on parents to let God’s commands control the way they act and 
think. In this way, children can see for themselves, the relation between God’s Word and 
behavior as the outcome of a mental process. Gradually, they realize that God expects 
them to carry out His instructions just like their moms and dads. 
But, it is not enough to make the process of heartfelt obedience come to life. Parents 
must also show their boys and girls how to live for God wherever they are, any time of 
day. That’s why Moses warns parents to let God’s Word guide the way they live at home 
or away from it (v.9a), and to demonstrate the same loyalty to scripture at the end of the 
day as when it began (v.9b). Children may not have the ability to read books, but they 
can read people. They notice disconnects between what we say and how we act, as well 
as whether or not we are consistent. Attempts to excuse ourselves only tears us down in 
their eyes. Worse yet, they resent demands to do what their parents will not. 

Opinions  
Opinions reveal the truth about us, far better than our words or actions. Based on the way 
we look at things and relate to reality, unguarded views expose who we really are and 
reveal the true value we place on our so-called values and principles. Moses mentions 
two: the LORD God and His Word. 

The LORD God 
So, if we want to interest our children in the LORD and His Word, we must fear, or 
respect Him so much, we would never serve anything or anyone else (v.13) and resist 
the urge to worship any of the gods, or idols of our neighbors (v.14).  What’s more, you 
must never ask God to prove Himself (v.16). For all your claims to love God and His 
Word, a lack of respect for Him will give you away as a slave to self, an enemy of God, 
and headed for destruction (v.15). 

God’s Word 
Equally important to this mission is your true opinion of what the LORD has to say. We 
must not become like Saul who modified God’s instructions instead of carrying out 
what he was told. So, Moses tells us to diligently keep God’s commands (v.17) in order 
to do them (v.18). The word “keep” means “to guard, or reserve,” just as we say we put 
things in the refrigerator to “keep, or prevent them from decomposing.” Building on 4:2 
where he defined “keep” as, “Neither add a thing to what I command you nor subtract 
from it, so that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God,” Moses says 
“keep” God’s commands in order to “do” them, because we must take God’s commands 
just as He gives them – without alteration – in order to carry out exactly what He says.  
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Taking into account what Moses said earlier, only a love for God deep enough to cherish 
His Word in your heart will overpower urges to modify what God says. Counting on this 
phenomenon, Jesus said, “If you love me keep my commandments,” (John 14:15). In 
contrast to Jewish slavery to the Law, Jesus stresses God’s desire for obedience based 
on love. He wants parents to demonstrate compliance with God’s commands based 
on a warm parent-child relationship with Him. Children should obey because they 
“want to” rather than “have to.”  

Opportunity  
The Bible teaches us to wait for God to open doors rather than impetuously invading 
others’ space. So, for example, Paul delayed his return to Corinth because God opened a 
“wide-door” of evangelistic opportunity in Ephesus [his way of saying God gave him 
divine permission to win souls there] in spite of human resistance (1Corinthians 6:9). 
Even Jesus, “stands at the door and knocks,” waiting for us to willingly open it and let Him 
in (Revelation 3:20). Even so, many parents still barge into children’s minds and force 
ideas on them. No wonder kids resist and often reject what their moms and dads tell 
them. 
The same God who opens doors for Gospel ministry outside the home, also creates 
opportunities to reach children in it. The repeated reference to parents with the word, 
“you” in Deuteronomy 6, makes it clear that God expects them – rather than pastors, 
school teachers, or other church leaders – to personally educate their children in spiritual 
matters. Read the chapter for yourself and list everything He wants “you” to do.  
Case in point. Throughout North America, children taught by their parents know scripture 
better than those who rely on professional educators and Bible classes. Following the 
disappointing results of the first Valuegenesis report in 1990,  the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church beefed-up ministry to young people, even rewriting Bible lessons for youth of all 
ages. Those who responded ten years later to the follow-up Valuegenesis questionnaire 
did show a greater faith maturity, but admitted that they spent less time reading their 
Bibles. In other words, they were able to repeat what they were told by the church – 
through its revised lessons – but they didn’t get it from the Bible. What’s the difference as 
long as they get it,” you may ask. Only this: secondhand information from others can 
never replace firsthand experience with the source.  
It may amaze you to know, kids who learned scripture at home spent more time in God’s 
Word than those enrolled in SDA schools. Despite earning a grade in Bible as part of 
their daily curriculum, they treated Bibles like their other textbooks, setting them aside 
over weekends, refusing even to take them to worship. It seems that kids persuaded 
against their will are of the same opinion still. Unlike professionals, parents educate 
children 24/7 with the necessary reinforcement of their lifestyles, etc. 
To counter the effects of being told about God whether they are interested or not, Moses 
advises eager moms and dads to wait till their children ask questions about God’s 
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instructions – before they remind them of what God has done for His people since the 
beginning (verses 20-23). When kids voluntarily break the pane of resistance to know what 
you have to share with them, explain that God expects them to study His Word and live by 
it, so He can continue to bless and keep them His people, as He has done for faithful 
others up to the present time (v.24). Love for God and His Word are signs of a true 
relationship with God and real respect for His Covenant (v.25). That’s another reason why 
Jesus told His disciples: “If you love me you will keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15). As 
the Net Bible says: “Obedience is the proof of genuine love.” 
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Secrets of Successful Pre-School Education 
When Jesus called His disciples, He wasn’t looking for employees, puppets, or gofers. 
Though rightfully their Master, He preferred to call them “friends”, and told them, 
“everything the Father told me” (John 15:15). Doesn’t it make sense, then to follow His lead, 
and view your children as equals rather than subordinates as you pass on whatever the 
Father has revealed to you. Instead of apprentices, treat them as classmates in the School of 
Christ. 
You see, unlike Jewish disciples who mastered their rabbis and went on to start schools of 
their own, no one ever graduates from the School of Christ or stands in His place (Matthew 
23:8, 10). In fact, any attempt to claim you have – will only lead to rebellion. After all, even 
the most respectful children still resent living up to the expectations of someone who is less 
than perfect. To avoid the trap too many parents have fallen into, let your children know that 
Christ is the ONLY Teacher and both you and they are His students. Explain that you are still 
learning from Him and invite them to join you in His class so you can learn together. Then, 
wait for opportunities to pass on what Christ has taught you when they ask questions or 
turn to you for help. Study, pray, and practice your faith shoulder to shoulder to serve and 
enjoy God hand in hand.  
From the main ways to draw children’s attention to God, here are a few we have tried and 
recommend: 

�14



Attention Getters  
Recitals 
Read to your children from the Bible, not to commit the stories to memory, but to draw 
them into its action. Using thought for thought rather than word for word translations, 
help them to see God through the eyes of the writer and characters. Urge them to 
experience God like the men, women, and children in the text. Show them the 
blessing of a relationship with the Almighty, and expose the desperation of trying to 
live without one. Instead of clueless memorization, aim for curious recognition of the 
story and a desire to know more about God.  
Sing-a-longs 
Music has a way of getting through to children like nothing else. According to Google, 
“The playing and listening to music have positive effects on the brain.... Music activates 
several regions of the brain, including auditory, motor, limb and emotions. The 
emotional and cognitive benefits of music are due to these activations.” So, pick songs 
that kids can identify with and instead of the lyrics, focus them on the spirit of each 
tune. When you sing, “Father Abraham,” for example, help them to feel like one of the 
great patriarch’s descendants, marching through this world on their way to the 
Kingdom. Guided by the One who sees and knows everything, they follow a path 
unknown to everyone else. The One who loved them enough to die for them will lead 
them by the hand to His Father’s house where they will live forever. 
Plays 
Nothing enables children to experience Bible texts better than dramatic exercise. 
Playing biblical characters permits them to act the part and identify with scripture’s 
heroes or villains. Instead of telling them about who they portray, let them feel what it 
is like to be that person. They will gain a sense of walking with or without God, of living 
with or without hope, of knowing  grace and mercy or futility and condemnation. A skit 
based on Romans 7, for instance, will give a child firsthand familiarity with the 
hopelessness of dealing with sin. Failing to stop itself from doing bad, or to make itself 
do good has the potential to point the child to God for help, as it did, Paul.  
Promises 
From an early age, children look forward to the fulfillment of the good things their 
parents tell them will happen. If these projections fail to come true, they feel 
disappointment and grow resentful toward the moms and dads they believe let them 
down. Salvation takes trust in God and confidence in His promises. You must show 
them that God always keeps His word, that more than forecasts of what may or may 
not come about, His promises are guarantees of what must happen. Use this format to 
describe biblical prophecies, especially about the Savior – from OT predictions about 
Him to the incarnation of Him. Don’t forget to include His unselfish journey to the 
cross, the grave, and the right hand of God – for our sakes.  
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Make sure they understand that God let nothing stand in the way of keeping His word 
– giving up His only divine Son to rescue them from a world doomed to disappear and 
take everyone with it – and deserves their tireless trust and confidence. As Moses said, 
we must always tell our children that everything God did in the past, He did for them. 
This adds depth to His love, intensifies His faithfulness, and personifies the whole 
history of salvation. Jesus did agree to die for us before the foundation, or beginning 
of the world (Revelation 13:8), came at just the right time to give His life (Romans 5:6), 
and rules on our behalf until death is defeated and God grants us immortality 
(1Corinthians 15:54). 
Role Play 
What better way to help children experience the Bible than to have them interact with 
you and others to acquire the skills, traits, and attitudes of Bible personalities. Acting 
out or performing the part of speakers or characters in the text is a way to train and 
acquaint them firsthand with God’s expectations and the consequences of carrying out 
or contradicting them. According to the Corporate Training website: “In training 
scenarios, the principle applied is: I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I 
understand. Role play makes sense of theory. It  gathers together concepts into a 
practical experience.” 
Role play can either lay a foundation for learning, or seal a learning experience. 
Instead of tying together facts or recommendations, role play enables children to put 
principles and precepts into action by emulating role models who exemplify them. 
Introduced to what you want them to assimilate, you will find it easier to reinforce 
lessons by showing them other characters who either agree with, contradict, or 
incorporate some of the desired traits. In the same way, role play can help kids sum up 
what you have shown them, so you can assess how well they understand texts. 
What better way to point kids to Christ or to help them understand the plan of 
salvation than for them to pretend they are a sacrifice or a piece of sacred furniture, or 
to act out the ministry of the priests, Levites, and the High Priest – in a life-size 
sanctuary? Let them step in Christ’s ascended shoes to see the difference between His 
Melchisedek and Aaron’s priesthoods.  
Prayers 
Many believe that prayer changes things, as if God can’t act without advice or 
prompting from us. But the truth is, God already has a plan and is the only One smart 
enough to come up with and carry it out. Though He intervenes supernaturally at 
times, prayer usually changes people who then bring about changes. So, instead of 
praying for God to change others, it’s best to pray for Him to change you so you can 
become a factor in changing them. As the HealingIsYours website remarks: “He [God] 
is all-powerful and He is able to bring answers to your prayers. It is He who will enable 
you to change your circumstances, your relationships, and your attitudes." Case in 
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point: the son of a famous evangelist overheard his frustrated dad pleading with God 
for the wisdom to end the boy’s rebellious ways. Impressed by his father’s sincerity and 
trust that God had the answer, the lad went off to pray for himself, changed, and grew 
up to succeed his pop in the ministry. 
At the heart of prayer is the relationship with God. One of the most potent ways to 
practice His presence in your life and world, prayer develops faith in God. The Healing 
Is Yours website goes on to say: “God wants you to trust Him and to take your eyes off 
the circumstances of your life. By reading, memorizing, and repeating the words of the 
Bible (the Word of God) your mind will be renewed and your life will change. Yes, 
prayer changes people. As you meditate upon the Word of God, you will sense His 
presence, and in His presence there is fullness of joy and there are pleasures 
forevermore. Therefore, let me encourage you to pray on a regular basis. Just talk to 
God and let Him talk to you. As you learn to agree with God’s Word in your praying, 
you will experience unity with Him, and you will be able to live in His kingdom of love 
and joy on a daily basis.”  
Don’t forget to model your reliance upon God for your children with frequent displays 
of prayer. Pray in every circumstance. Invite them to join you in prayer – for them, 
others, or situations they consider urgent. Consistently offer or encourage them to ask 
you to pray. Turn your prayers into conversations with God – talking with rather than to 
or at your Heavenly Father – and your child will find it easier to start praying with you, 
and ultimately graduate to praying on his or her own.  
Service 
One of the most effective ways to train children for the LORD is to involve them in 
service. If you want the kids to serve the LORD, then get them started working for Him. 
Our own children were never closer to God than when we included them in our work – 
like the time we launched a massive prison ministry for our congregation. Though only 
10 to 12 years of age, we took them with us to visit and interact with inmates in person, 
and urged them to take collect calls from those who phoned for help. You should have 
seen them searching their Bibles for texts to offer godly advice, as well as leading 
murderers, robbers, and other assorted tough-guys in prayer. Their spirituality hit an 
all-time high, the Mt. Everest of mountaintop experiences with God. 
To succeed at what they do for God, children will have to lean on Him. As they learn to 
rely more on the Almighty to help others, they will also grow more dependent on Him 
for themselves. Service will improve their personal relationship with God, each other, 
and with you. Instead of a boss/employee connection with you, and a coworker 
mentality among themselves, service provides opportunities to become a team that 
answers to God. In fact, supporting each other, parents develop a healthier bond with 
children when they forge a triad together with God. As Solomon explained: “Two are 
better off than one…Three are even better, because a triple-braided cord is not easily 
broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:9, 12). Give it a try. Believe me – it works! 
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Games 
Ministry takes a terrible toll on a pastor’s family. Ask my wife. Along with the hurt, she’ll 
also remind you of what we did to counter the wear and tear of dealing with other 
people’s problems as well as our own. Family Game Nights enabled us to build 
relationships, connect with our children, make memories, have fun, and learn in the 
process – in spite of the wounds we experienced healing others. According to the My-
Little-Poppies website: “Children are doing so much more than simply having fun 
when they are engaged in play. Playing games works on a host of skills, including: 

• Verbal communication 
• Self-regulation 
• Turn-taking 
• Sharing 
• Listening 
• Cooperation 
• Focus and attention 
• Following directions 
• Creativity 
• Social skills 
• Learning to handle wins and losses 
• Cognitive skills such as counting, color/shape/pattern recognition, strategy, 

problem solving, early literacy, etc.” 
Rather than some frivolous option, “Play is the science of childhood. Children learn 
how to navigate their world through play.  And, when parents play alongside their 
children, they have the opportunity to work on those precious social skills while having 
fun. Playing a game presents many opportunities for teachable moments and you are 
building relationships and making memories in the process! While direct instruction of 
social skills has its place, there is something to be said for the hands-on, experiential 
learning that playing games together provides.” 
Of course, you can’t ignore the subjects of the games you play with your kids, because 
they will slip under the radar, land in their minds, and influence what they become. So, 
avoid secular and always play spiritual, Bible-based games to have the best effect on 
your child’s development. Either purchase the commercially produced versions or 
come up with your own – based on scripture. Whichever you choose, the kids can’t 
lose! Everyone wins! 
Models 
When God wanted to live among His people to prove His love and demonstrate His 
commitment to them, He ordered Moses to build a sanctuary. Because it also pointed 
to His Son and His saving ministry in the remote future, the structure sported details 
known only to Him. So, He commanded, “You must build this Tabernacle and its 
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furnishings exactly according to the pattern I will show you” (Exodus 25:9). To make 
sure craftsmen constructed it to His exact specs, the LORD showed Moses a scale 
model of the final plant and insisted that it turn out exactly like its 3-D miniature. The 
LORD knows that a precise physical representation beats blueprints every time.  
The same is still true for your children. Instead of dry texts, try using interesting models 
to help the kids see rather than imagine the ark full of animals, or visualize the priests 
at work in the sacred courtyard, or picture that fateful day at Golgotha. As an added 
stimulus, let the youngsters help you make the models using the Bible text for step-by-
step instructions. Not only will biblical models replace secular decorations in their 
rooms, but as long as those replicas last, they’ll have graphic reminders to explore 
firsthand for more insights that can also correct as well as refresh their memories.    
Show and Tell 
One of the greatest skills you can help children to develop is the ability to go from 
biblical principle to real life. Unfortunately, only a handful of Christians can transition 
from words on a page to reality. So, here in North America, many teachers have 
adopted a teaching tool called, “Show and Tell,” to help students merge the classroom 
with the world in which they live. Setting aside a time each day for this exercise, 
teachers encourage young children to bring items they have selected to class and 
describe them to their classmates. I personally hated to let a day go by without 
showing and telling something to the other kids in my school.  
Ask your children to show and tell the family about someone or something that 
reminds them of the Bible. They can clip it from a magazine, snap a picture with a 
smartphone, download it on their computers, or even bring physical objects to the 
Family Altar and explain its resemblance to persons, places, or things in scripture. This 
will help them to view the world from a spiritual point of view and to recognize the 
impact the Bible has made on the world. Practiced daily, connecting scripture with 
everything around them may even become a way of life. Pray for it! 
Visual Aids 
Preschoolers listen more eagerly when visual aids illustrate what the Bible says. Seeing 
what they are told makes it easier for them to identify what they hear and helps build 
the vocabulary they need to penetrate the text and become part of what’s happening 
in it. Avoid interpretive materials that slant the text toward opinion and stick with those 
that simply illustrate what the text says. Try not to transplant your beliefs in the child. 
Instead of using movies, pictures, felts, or other clever devices to drive them toward 
your or other’s conclusions before they have the tools to analyze and evaluate the text 
for themselves. Instead, let the Holy Spirit guide them to an inspired perspective from 
which He will enable them to see the truth of it when they naturally acquire the 
maturity and tools to decode what they read, connect/compare its contents with what 
they already know, and think deeply about it.  
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Educating Children Who Can Read 
Before anyone can truly study the Bible in the conventional sense, they need to know two 
things: (1) how to read, and (2) how to understand language.  

What it means to read 
The Oxford-American Dictionary defines “read”: to look at and comprehend the meaning 
of (written or printed matter) by mentally interpreting the characters or symbols of which 
it is composed. But, in its basic sense, readers simply recognize words and remember 
what they mean. At first, we know letters by sight, remember how they form words, and 
recall what each word means. Then, over time we learn to grasp what groups of words 
mean – from a sentence to a paragraph until we can work with Bible texts one passage at 
a time. To understand God’s Word, we must take on these groups of sentences/verses 
that talk about the same person, place, or thing and serve as the basic unit of Bible study. 

What it means to understand language 
Essentially, language is a system of communication based upon words and the formation of words 
into sentences. Grammar, another name for the system, studies both the forms that words take and 
the ways we arrange them. Whether spoken or written, we have the ability to combine individual 
words into an infinite number of sentences that talk about virtually anything and everything.  
Though today’s schools teach grammar as early as the first grade, kids still have a difficult 
time mastering the fundamentals of language until they reach the sixth grade. While pre-
schoolers identify what they hear with certain meanings, it takes time for them to match 
meanings with the forms of words that writers, speakers, and actors use to share information. 
With the help of a good dictionary, children can eventually decode any sentence if they 
know the way each form functions to contribute something to the whole thought.  
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Alas, any attempt to have children do this before they have the tools and maturity for it 
may prove disastrous. Working with an incomplete apparatus for understanding is just as 
harmful as tackling a text short of all the facts. You may say, “We already know what’s right 
and we will see to it that our children adopt our correct beliefs,” but childhood is not a 
time for indoctrination, though many parents believe it is. They subscribe to the view that 
they and the church must work together to save their children. Others take the stance  
that only Christ saves and do everything they can to connect their child directly with the 
Savior. Regrettably, too many parents rely on their church to hold their kids to what they 
told them during their formative years, instead of enabling youngsters to embrace truths 
for themselves that will last a lifetime.  
A surprising number of church members believe salvation comes from belonging to a 
church, attending it faithfully, and living by its teachings. This institutional point of view 
distorts the way they look at the Bible and practice what they think it teaches. So, for 
example, many accept the prevailing view that Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it,” means that sons and 
daughters will miraculously return to what their parents told them as children. So, they 
“get their licks in early,” bombarding a captive audience of children with cherished 
beliefs, counting on the church to resume and finish their work later when the child 
comes back to the congregation.  
But more accurately translated, “Get a child started in the way he should go and when he 
grows old he will still be walking in it,” this text promises that boys and girls who truly 
convert during childhood remain believers for the rest of their lives. While many parents 
blame the world, most children defect to the world when they grow up because their 
parents taught them what to think instead of who to believe in. Attachment to teachings 
cannot match the power of a spiritual bond to Jesus. On top of that, they compound the 
problem by confusing a return to church with going back to Christ, relying on 
membership in the church in place of a personal relationship with Christ to save their 
children. That’s why families generally protest “cleaning [their children’s names from] the 
[church] books” after years of absence from church life. Wrongly likening church 
membership to salvation, many parents equate removal from the church register with 
giving up on their kids – despite the admission by most church leaders that joining a 
church does not mean you belong to Christ.  
In one denomination, when asked about the spiritual condition of its members in 1893, a 
church leader candidly replied: “It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that 
not one in twenty whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to 
close their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope in the 
world as the common sinner.” In other words, less than 5% of its members had a 
relationship with Christ that would survive their death. Yet, parents in that religious group 
still cling to the false hope that should their wayward children start attending church 
again, they will make it to heaven.  
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When the Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved,” they 
replied: “Rest your faith entirely on the LORD Jesus Christ, and you will be saved along 
with everyone in your household” (Acts 16:30-31). You see, people don’t join the church 
to get saved, but because Christ is already saving them. That’s why Protestant churches 
used to call themselves “meeting houses,” places where believers merely gathered for 
prayer, study, and worship. So, instead of bombing young children with your beliefs to 
control their early thinking, hoping your church will preserve that mindset, get little ones 
into a relationship with Christ as early as possible and the bond with Christ should last as 
long as they live.  

Understanding language without grammar 
To get children started at the earliest possible age, don’t wait for them to develop 
enough competence at grammar to study the Bible. I mean, even college students still 
struggle with parts of speech. Why, to some of them, a gerund is just a kind of noun that 
looks suspiciously like a verb!  
You can get the same results by switching to a simpler system that kids can master 
sooner than the tougher traditional parts of speech. While we will provide more practical 
details later, here, for now, is the way we have children ages 5 and up label what they find 
in the text. Instead of eight categories, we use only five tags: links, persons, places, things, 
and empowering words to identify what’s in the text. In a nutshell:  
You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to recognize and identify these five types of words 
in scripture. Kids are already familiar with them and require little training to employ this 
simple terminology. The entire quintet of virtually turnkey markers is ready for their 

immediate use.  

Tips for studying with children 
In her lone literary effort, “I Remember,” Christian author Vetress A. Arnold recalls studying the 
Bible as a child. She writes: “I remember going to Bible study with my sisters. I loved going 
because we would always learn things about God, Jesus, and what the Bible said. …We could 
walk to Bible study because this lady that lived around the corner from us held it at her house. I 
usually skipped or ran because I wanted to be one of the first ones there….There were lots of 
children and some of us would always have to sit on the floor. But we didn’t care. We are just 
glad to be there. Her house was always warm, and sometimes we had hot chocolate, and 
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LINKS Words that set up a comparison, contrast, or connect persons, places, or things

PERSONS Human or divine beings

PLACES Physical or abstract locations

THINGS Material objects

EMPOWERING WORDS Words that give person, places, and things what they need to play their part



sometimes we had cookies….I vaguely remember her using a felt board that was used to 
display Bible figures or certain scriptures. It was so cool because stuff seemed to stick to it like 
magic. Nothing ever fell off, and everyone in the room could see. She told stories and read to 
us from the Bible. We got to ask questions and sing songs, too….This woman always 
welcomed us in her house. It was like we were all her children and she was happy to see us. 
She was so kind….the Twenty-third psalm…makes me feel as if all is peaceful, and the need to 
worry doesn’t exist. There is compassion and sincerity. That’s how I felt about Bible study too. 
At the end of every Bible study we held hands and prayed. We were safe and happy.” 
A godly teacher, lessons from the Bible, and a friendly, informal atmosphere add up to 
warm memories of a very pleasant spiritual experience. The author’s eagerness to attend, 
even if she had to sit on the floor exemplifies the desire to know and the kind of 
enthusiasm every parent would give a right arm to see in their own home. No Bible 
thumping, indoctrination, or arguments. Just the Bible, a kind spirit, and fun.  
Now, contrast this with the same author’s remarks about recent studies she has visited. 
She says very frankly: “Sometimes I still go to Bible study. But it’s different now. It seems 
everyone is trying to make a point about what THEY think the scripture says. There are 
arguments over whether the term “man” used in the Bible refers to men and women or its 
just a sexist interpretation of the author. There are wise cracks over the fact that wisdom 
takes on the feminine gender and that men would do well to pay closer attention to 
women (or what, go to hell?). There is resentment over passages that say women should 
consider their husbands as their masters (maybe that’s why I’m not married cuz ain’t no 
man gonna tell me what to do!)….it saddens me when I think back on the feeling I used to 
get from going to Bible study as a child and the feelings I leave with now. There is 
something to be said for child-like innocence. It’s a different kind of attitude that allows 
the mind the freedom to absorb without prejudice or suspicion. It’s a different kind of 
attitude that can allow for wonderful memories.” 
Shifting the focus from Christ to self, trying to satisfy who we are rather than God, drains 
the happiness from Bible study. It turns an opportunity to behold the LORD and be 
changed into a forum for self-righteous egos, unwilling, unyielding, and unable to 
tolerate anything but their own thoughts. The clash of opinionated points-of-view 
banishes humility, welcomes pride, and invites Satan to feed the chaos. Unlike the 
warmth of her childhood memories, the author now leaves with anxiety in the place of 
peace, resentment instead of joy, and a desire to be somewhere else rather than return.  
Wouldn’t you like your children to say the same things about time in the Bible with you 
that the author said about Bible study during her childhood? Then, recreate the learning 
environment that her tender mentor did – complete with all the warmth, kindness, and 
geniality she put into her scripture sessions with neighborhood kids. Here’s how:  

Set a time with rather than for them 
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Kids like routines – but they hate the pressure of deadlines. So tell them it’s an appointment 
with God and ask them what’s the best time for them – before or after dinner, just 
before bedtime, whatever. Bible study is an interview with God who alone can explain it 
to them – the right way, every time. Weekends are a world of their own, so you may 
schedule studies at different times altogether. Besides studying together, encourage 
them to study or at least read the Bible, alone and daily. Eventually you want the kids to 
study on their own. And, whatever you do, be consistent. Changing the times you meet 
may give the impression that you considered something else more important – at least 
enough to preempt your “appointment with God”. Stick to the schedule to show them 
the priority of Bible study and that they mustn’t miss opportunities to be with the LORD. 
Invite their friends 
Peer pressure begins early, so tell them their friends are welcome to join the study. This 
saves them the trouble of admitting they study the Bible or having to explain 
themselves. The fact that classmates and playmates come to the study reinforces what 
you are trying to do with them.  
Always begin and end with prayer 
Prayer addresses God. It assures children that God is present and that the appointment 
is underway. Offer to pray, but let the children pray if they want to. Eventually you want 
them to pray spontaneously and consistently – for themselves. If you pray, show them 
the unselfish, intercessory side of prayer.  Ask them if there is anything they want to ask 
God – help with the study, something that is troubling them, or on behalf of someone 
else. Also show them how to depend on God by praying whenever opportunities arise 
during the study – from divine help with something they can’t understand to showing 
them you need God’s help, too. Always close with prayer to dramatize the end of the 
appointment. Include thanks for the time God spent with you, how sad you are at the 
thought it’s over, and how much you look forward to the next time. 
Bring everything with you 
Make sure they have everything they need. Kids tend to forget things and may use a 
failure to bring worksheets, handouts, or some other vital item as an excuse to draw back 
from what they are supposed to do or even drop out. Instead of asking them if they 
didn’t bring something they should have, simply make the items available for them to 
take when they need them. Children get easily embarrassed and don’t have the mental 
or emotional mechanisms to deal with shame in front of their friends, or to handle your 
disapproval in public. Spare them from humiliation and do everything you can to 
facilitate their interaction with God. Let the LORD discipline them, instead as the writer of 
Hebrews explains: “Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t 
we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever? For 
our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But 
God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. No 
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discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a 
peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way” (Hebrews 12:9-11). 
Gear the study to their needs rather than your agenda 
Nothing kills interest faster than forcing kids to deal with something they can’t identify 
with. This usually happens when we, rather than they, pick the texts for study. Eventually 
we want the kids to consult the Bible for advice when they or others they care about 
need guidance. So, make it a point to study what they consider relevant. Ask them what 
is happening in their lives, what may be troubling them, or what they want to know 
more about. Train them to match what they suggest with texts in the Bible. Let them see 
for themselves that God speaks their language by showing that He talks about the 
things that matter to them through His Word. Open their eyes to the One who watches  
non-stop over and always knows what’s best for them. 
Teach them to discover for themselves 
In her popular guide to inductive Bible study – The Joy of Discovery – author Oletta 
Wald encourages readers to dig to learn something new rather than interpret the text 
by what you already know. Talking from experience she recalls: “I had been s student of 
the Bible several years before I became a discoverer on my own. I could follow the 
suggestions of others and answer the questions they asked, but I floundered when I 
tried to launch out on my own. I did not know where to start or what to do. The 
treasures of the Bible seemed locked behind abstract words. I always had to depend 
on someone else to open the door.” Sound familiar? It should. It’s the story of nearly 9 
out of 10 church members.  
Then, she had a breakthrough studying for the ministry “at the former Biblical Seminary 
in New York,” where she was taught, “how to explore the truths of the Bible in a 
methodical and systematic way. I learned,” she recollects, “some steps to take when 
studying a passage. I found that it was like working a combination lock. When I 
followed the steps, the word opened up to me. I felt free. I realized that I was no longer 
dependent on others to gain insights into scripture. I had become a discoverer.” 
Looking back over years of rewarding analysis, she concludes: “In a new way, Bible 
study became more meaningful and personal. Most of all it was deeply satisfying to 
know how to discover the truths in God’s Word. I had experienced the joy of discovery 
in Bible study!” 
Isn’t that what you want for your kids? Then, train them to discover truths leaning 
entirely on Christ and the Spirit. Work yourself out of a job. Always ask the them if they 
want to read. Instead of scolding them if they won’t, ask them to read with you.  If you 
correct or criticize them, they will see you trying to replace God as the authority when 
they study. Try sharing insights from the LORD to get them back on track. The Holy 
Spirit will back you up for opening a door to its guidance. Eventually you want the kids 
to study with Christ, on their own.  
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Regrettably, parents generally rely on “Bible studies” to save their kids. Instead of using 
scripture like a torch to help kids find their way to Christ, they weaponize the Bible to 
brainwash children into surrender. For a refreshing change of pace, since today’s 
children view parenting as a way to deprive them of choices, make the study about 
Christ – getting to know and fall in love with Him – rather than referring to sins, heaven, 
hell, and conversion. Let Christ speak for Himself through His Word and He will draw 
the kids into a personal relationship far more redemptive than adherence to a set of 
beliefs, subscription to a sacred lifestyle, or membership in any church. 
So, instead of fill in the blank studies that lead them to other’s conclusions from the 
text, let them dig in and find answers for their own questions. Countless participants at 
our workshops over the years have stood and cheered the moment they connected 
with truth in the Bible. Your kid’s eyes will bulge and they may even give you a high five 
to celebrate what they discover. But it won’t stop there. The experience will, as it has for 
innumerable others, ignite a burning desire to study with Him as the Teacher for the 
rest of their lives. Seeing firsthand what He alone can do will make their bond to Him 
grow stronger and more intimate every day. They’ll never settle for anything else, ever 
again and nothing will ever overthrow their personal relationship with Him. 
Study Aids 
As we have already pointed out, audio/visual assistance aids the learning process. So, 
get creative. Amplify God’s still small voice in the text. Paint pictures from the 
descriptions in each passage. Screen out anything that would compete with Christ for 
their attention. Campaign for the Savior by designing things like bookmarks that put 
sound study principles at kids fingertips, utilizing coloring books that feature Christ as 
the main point of scripture, or lining up Christ-centered tapes and videos that point 
them to Christ, etc. John drew his readers’ attention away from the spectacular images 
in Revelation and directed them to Jesus by introducing the book as, “the revelation [or 
unveiling] of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:2). As a result, everyone looks for the Savior, in every 
line of the book – the only way the book makes sense, the solitary path to 
understanding its abstract imagery and flamboyant language. 
Be Human 
When David wanted the people to see that God, not he, was the true King of Israel, he 
humiliated himself, dancing before the ark like some fool jester. He wasn’t worried 
about losing face before the people. Knowing that his authority came from God, he 
benefitted from boosting the divine reputation. The same holds true for parents. To 
paraphrase John the Baptizer: authorized by God to raise children for the LORD, 
parents only gain strength from decreasing, so God may increase.  
So, don’t be afraid you don’t have the answers or understand the text. Frequently ask 
God for help, pausing to pray with the children for God’s guidance. Remind them that 
you are their classmates in the School of Christ and still learning like them. Inject humor 
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when you can and make your studies, fun. Laugh a lot. Be yourself. Let them be their 
selves. And, ask them to help you sum up in the fewest possible words, what you’ve just 
learned. Instead of praising them when they contribute to the study, praise the LORD 
together for what He has allowed them to see and show to you. Otherwise, you will 
inflate their egos rather than build up the LORD. Then, smile and move on to deeper 
things, together. 
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�  

�   Grammar-free Bible Study 
My favorite author used to say: The word of the living God is not merely written, but spoken. 
The Bible is God's voice speaking to us, just as surely as though we could hear it with our ears. 
If we realized this, with what awe would we open God's word, and with what earnestness 
would we search its precepts! The reading and contemplation of the Scriptures would be 
regarded as an audience [or, a formal interview granted by and] with the Infinite One. 

An audience with God is not an academic exercise 
Too many people, today treat Bible study as some form of mental exercise, as though 
understanding the Bible is within the grasp of human intelligence. But the apostle Paul 
makes it clear that we do not have the capacity to detect the meaning of divine things. 
He told the Ephesians: “I'm asking God to bestow a gift from his glorious, unlimited 
resources and give you inner strength and power through his Spirit, so Christ will live at 
your core through faith. Then, sinking your roots in the ground of his generosity, you will 
be able to grasp with all of God's people how wide, long, high, and deep is his love that 
goes far beyond human knowledge. In the end, you should be completely filled with 
everything God has to give” (3:16-19). Wonderful as they are, our God-given minds 
cannot measure the infinite dimensions of God’s love – unless God confers abilities 
above and beyond our natural faculties through his empowering Spirit.   
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Yet, plenty of people, probably most, still strain their brains trying to figure out what 
verses mean. Oh, they may pray for divine guidance, but instead of relying on the Spirit 
to penetrate the mysteries of the text, they surround themselves with reference books, 
Bible software, and other forms of manmade perception to make heads or tails of 
scripture. Like some defiant child with the “terrible two’s,” they try to go it alone – with 
God standing by, in case they need Him. But no one knows the Word like He does. After 
all, it is HIS Word, isn’t it? So, the next time you open your Bible, try asking Him to explain 
it rather than trying to figure it out. Consider study time an “audience with the Infinite 
One” and humbly enter his presence as you would approach a revered king or queen. 
He wants you there, so do not hesitate to ask Him questions about the text and listen for 
the still small voice that gently whispers eternal truths without fanfare or spectacle. That’s 
the ONLY certain way to make sense of Bible texts. 
Human effort may enable us to scratch the surface of scripture, but even an inspired 
scholar like Paul admitted to the Romans: “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom 
and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways. For 
who can know the LORD’s thoughts? Who knows enough to give him advice? And who 
has given him so much that he needs to pay it back? For everything comes from him and 
exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen” (11:33-36). 
No one can match the Creator’s genius, or even come close to it. So, instead of clever 
ways to pry truth from scripture, Bible study employs divine communication skills – 
simple tools and techniques demonstrated by Christ, the prophets, and other Bible 
personalities, that allow God to explain what he says in his Word – to us. We need His 
explanations, because God only grants us the ability to receive and get the meaning of 
what He tells us, not to find it out on our own. 
My wife, Jo and I routinely informed those who attended our seminars and workshops of 
this simple fact: faith trumps human intelligence when it comes to Bible study. Or, to put 
it another way: those who depend on God get closer to the truth than those who rely on 
their gray matter. Rather than wise men draining truth from its pages, Bible students are 
more like children who climb into God’s lap and simply request: “Tell me a story, Daddy. 
Tell me a story.” We did our best to replace the false impression of scholars poring over 
their Bibles while God watches, with the image of an infinite genius explaining infinite 
truth to infinite morons. In case you missed the point, compared to the infinite genius, 
God – we are infinite morons! And, Bible study is a miracle made possible by our 
generous God who freely grants comprehension of infinite truth to those who ask for it 
(cf. James 1:5 – “If any of you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to 
you. He will not think less of you for asking”).  

The goal of true Bible study 
You’d be surprised at what passes for Bible study, these days. The expression, “Bible 
study,” means just what it says: study of the Bible, not using the Bible to study something 
else. Yet, making use of the Bible and clever, attractive packaging, all sorts of promotions 
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masquerade as the real thing. What’s more, regardless of their bent, these scriptural 
advertisements usually share the same goal: to convince people of what to believe so 
they can join the church and get saved. Treating people as targets for baptism, they 
usually differ in one respect: the beliefs they promote or encourage. And, to enlist 
subscribers to their views, they typically offer a fill-in-the-blank, true or false, or multiple-
choice format that steers prospects to their predetermined conclusions. Then, once 
those who complete the so-called “studies” agree to it, the sponsors baptize them into 
their church. In a nutshell then, most of today’s “Bible studies” aim for baptisms as part of 
some systematic search for new members.  
Not exactly what Jesus had in mind, according to the Great Commission. In Matthew 
28:18, Jesus informed the disciples: “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth.” He had frequently referred to Himself as “the Son of man,” from Daniel 7:13-14, 
predicted to receive upon his arrival in heaven: “authority, honor, and sovereignty over all 
the nations of the world, so that people of every race and nation and language would 
obey him. His rule is eternal—it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed”. 
“Coming with the clouds of heaven,” after His resurrection (cf. Acts 1:10), “He [Jesus] 
approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence,” to accept the authority He 
announced in v.18. But notice: Jesus claims jurisdiction “in heaven and on earth,” 
expanding the Son of Man’s rule to cosmic proportions. That’s because He is also the 
Messiah, David’s descendant destined to sit at God’s right hand, as co-regent of the 
universe (Ps. 110:2).  
At His ascension, the Father invites Jesus to, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand 
until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet” (Ps. 110:2). 
Meanwhile, “The LORD will extend your [Jesus’] powerful kingdom from Jerusalem; you 
will rule over your enemies" (Ps. 110:3). So Jesus orders the disciples to: “make 
disciples,” an expression that translates literally, “make pupils of,” or “enroll students” for 
Him from “all the nations.” And in Acts 1:8, Jesus promises to empower them for this 
global mission – with the Spirit (at Pentecost) – so they can testify to Him starting in 
Jerusalem, then “throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” To fulfill the 
prophecy in Psalm 110:2, then, Christ has us reaching out for Him, the (Father’s) 
“Anointed, or hand-picked” King, enrolling student/subjects from all of earth’s families for 
His School now, as well as the Kingdom to come.  
As for baptism, rather than a rite of entry into local churches, Jesus considered it the rite 
of initiation into the School of Christ. In those days, teachers renamed new pupils to 
project their goals for them. Working with students made in God’s image, shattered at all 
points by Adam and Eve’s fall, Jesus ordered the disciples, “baptize [new students] in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” Since they don’t fit the combined name 
of the Trinity – the Persons in the godhead that said, “Let us make man in our image, to be 
like ourselves” (Gen. 1:26) – Jesus brands them with it to project what they will be when 
He has finished discipling them: restored in the image of the Trinity, or the Creator God. 
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The apostle Paul reflected this completely Christ-centered view of his own mission when 
he announced: “Christ didn’t send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News—and not 
with clever speech, for fear that the cross of Christ would lose its power” (1Corinthians 
1:17). The great church-planter explained his priority on preaching, telling the Romans: 
“So then, "Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But how can people call 
on him if they have not believed in him? How can they believe in him if they have not 
heard his message? How can they hear if no one tells [the Good News]? How can people 
tell the Good News if no one sends them? As Scripture says, ‘How beautiful are the feet 
of the messengers who announce the Good News’” (Romans 10:13-15).  
Paul uses a series of questions to describe what it takes for people to call on the name of 
the Lord and get saved. First, they have to believe in Christ when they hear about Him. 
Second, someone has to tell them about Christ so they can hear and believe. And, finally, 
someone has to send messengers to announce the Good News about Christ to them. 
Then, he quotes Isaiah 52:7 to emphasize the awesome privilege of delivering the 
Gospel as the best news anyone can receive. Apparently, his highest joy in ministry, even 
greater than baptizing converts was leading people to Christ – satisfying the deepest 
longing of their fallen hearts with the news of Messiah’s arrival.  
That’s what Bible study is all about – connecting people with Christ. Or, so Christ insisted 
when He scolded His fellow Jews for misplacing faith in scripture instead of Him: “You 
study the scriptures,” He began, “because you think they give you eternal life; but they 
point to me, yet you refuse to come to me so you can receive life” (John 5:39-40). Jesus 
wanted the religious leaders to know that true Bible study always leads to Him. Had they 
come to scripture searching for truth instead of confirmation of what they already 
believed, they would have recognized their need for Jesus. So, instead of peddling your 
beliefs, show Jesus to the people in every text. Jesus did that for the disciples on the 
road to Emmaus; so should we. In the Gospel ministry, exposing people to Christ should 
always precede doctrine, because a relationship with Christ reduces natural resistance to 
truth and makes people more receptive to spiritual teaching.  
Congregations meet because they already have a saving relationship with Christ, not to 
get saved. In fact, evangelism is something every believer should personally do, 24/7 at 
home and in public (Acts 2:42-47a). What’s more, it is the LORD who adds converts daily 
to the church through the individual efforts of its members rather than the church 
enlarging itself (Acts 2:47b). Then what is the purpose for meeting together? According 
to the writer of Hebrews, the church assembles as a group, “To motivate one another to 
acts of love and good works...and...encourage one another all the more as you see the 
day [of Christ’s return] approaching” (10:24, 25). In the face of considerable Jewish and 
Gentile hostility, the early church drew inspiration from those brave enough to meet, and 
considered “community cohesion...an important coping response” (IVP New Bible 
Commentary) to resist opposition and any efforts to disband it. 
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The mindset of true Bible study 
People approach Bible study from two chief attitudes: deductive, basing interpretation 
of a text on pre-existing knowledge; or inductive, postponing interpretation until all the 
facts are in from the text under study. The first relies on theology, either borrowed from 
scholars or personally acquired to size up the text, while the second relies on principles 
of interpretation and study skills to extract information from the text.  
In the purest sense, a deductive study starts with a premise or a topic, then searches the 
Bible for verses that support it – the origin of modern “Proof-Text,” or “Topical” studies 
that string verses together to teach a pre-planned lesson. So for example, let’s say we 
start with the general statement, “Left-brained people are analytical.” Someone might 
notice: “Since Christian motivational speaker, Jeanne Robertson calls her husband ‘Left-
Brain,’ he must be analytical.” Using the general statement as a starting point, the 
deductive thinker draws the conclusion that Mrs. Robertson’s husband submits whatever 
he sees or hears to a logical examination. 
A deductive thinker would approach the Bible the same way. Starting with the general 
premise, “Sin leads to death,” he or she “must…go to Scripture to find passages that 
support that statement. He might cite Romans 5:12, Romans 6:23, Ezekiel 18:20, and 
Jeremiah 31:30. If he finds that  Scripture does indeed support his premise that sin leads 
to death, he can then make a more specific application: we are all in danger of death, 
because we are all sinners (Romans 3:23)” (from the gotquestions.com website)."  
Inductive study does the opposite, taking a verse or a passage, breaking it down, and 
examining its details to draw out the meaning. So, suppose a woman comes across a large 
stack of letters tied together with a ribbon. She unties it and starts reading the letters. The 
first is a love letter written to her by her husband before they were married. So, is the 
second and every other after that. Taking the first love-letter as a sample of them all, she 
concludes, “This must be the letters my husband wrote to me during our courtship.”  
Inductive thinkers size up scripture the same way, typically starting with the background 
of the book that includes the passage they want to study. They can’t even begin to 
analyze a text unless they know who wrote it, to whom he wrote and why, what he wrote 
about, plus where and when he wrote it or it takes place.  
Next, zeroing in on the actual text, they would identify how the passage fits into the book 
so they can see the context – the setting for the passage, the immediate circumstances 
and its relationship to what comes before and after it, so it can be fully understood. Then, 
they break down the text into linking words, persons, places, things, and empowering 
words, so they can capture the flow of thought, look up the persons, places, and things, 
and check to see how the empowering words enable them to play their part in the 
passage. Finally, they interpret the text using what they’ve learned from it to understand 
and explain it. This allows them to move from the past to life today, as they strip each 
verse down to its original principle or precept to apply it to anyone, anytime, anywhere. 
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While we may benefit from both approaches, students must be especially careful to 
avoid the pitfalls of deduction. First and foremost, deduction relies on content, the words 
in the text, to connect verses together across the span of scripture. A favorite of Jewish 
rabbis, they also used “catchwords” to link texts they believed described or explained 
their ideas or theories. Unfortunately, focusing entirely on the words in the text 
determined to make their point, they ignored context to draw unwarranted conclusions 
from the text. That the NT reproduces this format of exposition does not justify its use by 
today’s Bible students. Under divine inspiration, the Bible writers avoided the errors of 
Jewish commentators to produce authentic interpretation. Directly supervised by the 
Holy Spirit they crafted brilliant, faultless versions of earlier texts.  
Among the ways they showed the relationship between the Old and New Testaments, NT 
writers used the midrashic method that produced interpretations “from [or, based on] a 
careful search” of scripture for details. “Occasionally Scripture is the starting point for the 
pattern, working from quoted Scripture to the current event, which was the rabbinic norm 
of operation. But most New Testament testimonia [worked] from current event back to the 
quoted Scripture, as in ‘This took place to fulfill what by the Lord had been spoken’ (Matt. 
1:22).“ The particular text quoted and the modifications in it reflected the essence of the 
larger Old Testament/New Testament context according to the [inspired] exegetical 
insights [from a careful analysis of the text] of that writer. So when Matthew cited only 
Isaiah 7:14 in Matthew 1:23, he probably had the entire section of Isaiah 6-9 [that he had 
studied in-depth] in mind.  
Implicit [or, implied] midrash within the actual text itself, appears in two basic forms. First, 
there are double meanings, which contain a play on the words involved. For instance, 
Matthew says that because Jesus lived in the town of Nazareth, thus fulfilling the 
prophecies that suggested the Messiah would be a Nazarene, someone who was either a 
pious Nazirite (see Judges 13:5-7 in the LXX), or a netzer, someone who was the branch 
of Isaiah 11:1 (see also Isaiah 49:6; 60:21; 61:3 Jeremiah 23:5).  
There were also interpretive alterations made in the original text itself. These were made by 
inserting words or phrases that do not appear in the original passage, such as the way Paul 
slipped in the term everyone in Romans 10:11 (NIV) so as to make Isaiah 28:16 fit better 
into his argument that God extends an invitation for salvation to all of earth’s families. Or 
sometimes the New Testament writers substituted words or phrases, such as when Paul in 
Galatians 4:30 (NASB) wrote “son of the free woman” for the expression “my son Isaac” so 
as to better adapt Genesis 21:10 to his line of reasoning. “Son of the free woman” sharpens 
the contrast between slavery to the Law associated with circumcision and the old covenant 
and represented by Hagar and Ishmael, and the freedom of the new covenant associated 
with faith and grace and represented by Sarah and Isaac.  
”Explicit [or, obvious] midrash consisted of the text plus exposition, such as we commonly 
find in rabbinic commentaries. The form most often used in the New Testament is known 
as the proem midrash.” The word proem refers to a preface or preamble to a speech. 
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“The synagogue version of the proem midrash went something like this: (a) a text from the 
Pentateuch was assigned for use that Sabbath; (b) a second text—the proem or opening—
served to begin the oral discourse; (c) the exposition or discourse contained additional 
Old Testament verses, parables, or other commentary, all of which were linked to the 
initial texts by repeated catchwords; and (d) a final text, which usually repeated or alluded 
to the text for the day. ” 
Pesikta Rabbati was a medieval Midrash on the festivals of the year. The word pesikta 
means "section," and this Midrash consists of a series of separate sections of homilies – 
meant for spiritual edification rather than doctrinal instruction. Its stories on the 
pentateuchal and prophetic lessons of festivals differed from most earlier midrashim (the 
plural for midrash) that are continuous commentaries to the Bible. It is called Rabbati 
("the greater") probably in contrast to earlier, less advanced versions. 
Here is one of them, Pesikta Rabbati 33:7 that reveals this basic proem pattern.  

Isaiah 51:12 proposes the subject for the midrash. Then, Hosea 6:1 serves as the proem 
or preface to the lesson that is linked to it. The homily adds Lamentations 1:13 to the 
lesson so it can conclude, or climax with a closing reference to Isaiah 51:12. 

Although they closely resemble each other, there are differences between New 
Testament and rabbinic exegesis. New Testament midrashim may not (a) have an initial 
text from the Pentateuch, (b) have a proem or second text, or (c) end with a final text that 
corresponds or alludes to the initial text. Generally, New Testament midrashim have an 
eschatological [or, end time] bent, because the Bible moves from shadowy preview to 
glorious fulfillments as redemption works its way toward the Kingdom of God. Here is a 
New Testament madras without the Pentateuchal text for the day: 

HEBREWS 10:5-39  

Original text Isa. 51:12
Second text Hosea 6:1
Exposition Parable and application linked to the second text
Additional text Lam. 1:13
Concluding text Isa. 51:12

Verses 5-7 Initial text: Ps. 40:7-9

Verses 8-36

Exposition with additional quotes (verses 16ff., 30) linked to 
the initial text by the catchwords “sacrifice” (verses 8, 26); 
“offering” (verses 8, 10, 14, 18); “for sins” (verses 8, 17, 18, 
26)

Verses 37-39 Final text and application alluding to the initial text with the 
verbs “to come” and “to please” (Isa. 26:20; Hab. 2:3ff.)
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Psalm 40:7-9 serves as the basis for the theme in verses 5-7 for the entire midrash.  
Then, beginning the exposition in v.8, the writer teaches that God incarnated or gave 
Messiah a flesh and blood body so He could be the perfect, once-for-all sacrifice for sin. 
After His offering, God installed Messiah as co-regent of the universe at His right hand. 
Sitting down on His throne also signifies that, unlike earthly high priests who kept 
standing at the time of writing to offer additional sacrifices, Messiah completed His 
priestly work. He is after all, according to Psalm 110:4, like Melchizedek who was both a 
king and priest of the Most High God. Considering the need for both Christ’s sacrifice 
and priesthood to live a full Christian life, he wraps up his exposition with a warning 
against ignoring or discounting Messiah’s complete ministry and rebukes the Hebrews 
for even contemplating a return to Judaism.  
Finally, in verses 37-39 he completes his call for faithfulness to Messiah and reminds his 
readers once again of the terrible ramifications for deserting the Savior – based on the 
original text, Psalm 40:7-9, as quoted in verses 5-7.  
A final word of caution. While inspiration protected the writers of the New Testament 
from error, today’s deductive thinkers, driven by their premises and the need to prove 
them, might read into the text what isn’t there. What’s more, if their basic premises aren’t 
true, then conclusions they draw from them may also be false. On the other hand, less 
likely to let preconceived notions bungle their efforts, inductive students tend to lead the 
truth out of a text rather than make it reflect the personal idea or viewpoint of the so-
called interpreter. Given the choice, then, between one mindset or the other, go with the 
inductive. It is always better to rely on the infallible God to unfold truth than to lean on 
all-too-human scholars, theology, or a denomination.  

The skills for true Bible study 
Picture this: a woman opens her Bible, surrounded by reference books, a pitcher of 
lemonade, and a cup full of multicolored pencils. She prays briefly, cracks her knuckles, 
and begins digging into a text. One verse later, several hours have passed and she can 
hardly keep her eyes open. So, she retreats from the scene and calls off the assault on 
God’s Word – after advancing a mere millimeter toward her goal.  
Sound familiar? That’s because too many people attack the Word, expecting to plunder 
its treasures in a single, sweeping campaign for truth. Unfortunately, the Bible is not a 
fortress that surrenders to strong-willed invaders. Instead of attacking your Bible, 
approach it humbly. Rather than pouncing on a passage to overpower its defenses, draw 
near hoping God will release its secrets to you – and He will.  
You see, Bible study is a process that yields progressively productive views of truth. 
Instead of draining all the truth a text has to give in a single sitting, as they are ready, our 
infinite God reveals more of Himself through His Word to believers, along with other 
associated themes. As a result, no matter how many times you analyze a text, it always 
has more to say.    
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So, consider Bible study an audience with an understanding Father, who brings His lofty 
thoughts down to our level. When we ask Him what a text means, He only tells us as 
much as we can handle, at the time. If we return for more, He will disclose additional 
insights, provided we can deal with the fresh details. But rather than biased journalists 
who interview persons of public interest to promote an opinion and sell their 
publications, Bible students dialogue with God as children usually do with their fathers, 
to learn and live by what He wants for them.  

You might say, “But, that reduces Bible study to a conversation with God,” and you’d be 
right. While some subject the Word to critical examination trying to solve its mysteries, 
successful students use biblical communication skills rather than educated systems to 
request and receive information from God, through His Word. They constantly consult 
with Him on everything – to identify the context, analyze its contents, reflect on discoveries, 
and apply timeless truth to life. Building on what others have discovered before you, He 
uses books and other records of their findings plus His perfect recall and unparalleled 
teaching abilities to open up the scriptures for us. Like Belshazzar and the wise men at 
his feast, many educated people look at the handwriting on the wall unable to grasp its 
meaning. But Daniel, guided from within by God’s own Spirit, explained every word to 
the king. Like John said: “The Spirit of truth [does in fact] lead [those who let Him] into 
nothing but truth” (John 16:13). 

Many people assume because they are believers that they should automatically 
understand the Bible. They also mistake listening to a sermon or attending a Bible class 
where people discuss what they already know – for Bible study. In fact, they think Bible 
study is arriving at what their church teaches. But, Bible study takes a special mindset 
and total dependence upon God to comprehend scripture. How sweet it is to learn that 
Bible study depends on God’s knowledge rather than your intelligence, your years in 
school, or anything else for that matter. All it takes is a true interest in what God has to 
say, faith, and some simple training to enjoy a productive face-to-face with the Almighty. 
Children love it when we tell them they can dig into the text and discover truth for 
themselves. The rest of this book will train you and your children to communicate with 
God through His Word. 

�36



�  

Opening up a dialogue with God 
“God said [to Elijah], ‘Go out and stand in front of the LORD on the mountain.’ As the LORD 
was passing by, a fierce wind tore mountains and shattered rocks ahead of the LORD. But 
the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. But the LORD wasn't in 
the earthquake. After the earthquake there was a fire. But the LORD wasn't in the fire. And 
after the fire there was a quiet whisper” (1Kings 19:11-12). 

Dialogue is two-way communication 
People of the Ancient Near East made gods out of the forces of nature. In the struggle 
for security in a hostile, fiercely belligerent world, they worshiped the 800 pound gorilla 
who could climb the tallest tree and thump his chest harder than the apes of other 
countries. Consequently, Canaanites believed that Baal, the so-called “storm-god” they 
invented from thunder, lightning, and wind, could knock over trees with the volume of 
his voice. But the true God does not compete with false gods from nature. He refuses to 
shout over, out dazzle, or outperform them. Instead He silences them, just as Jesus 
ordered the wind and waves in the Sea of Galilee to be “Quiet!” and “Be still.” Once He 
mutes them, then He  whispers, calmly and softly in the absence of their chaos. 
But, even when God did speak to them, the people preferred to hear someone else. For 
instance, after they saw God’s majesty and power at Mt. Sinai, they made up an excuse: 
“Don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will die” and begged Moses, “You speak with 
us and we will listen” (Exodus 20:19). Commenting on this baffling request, Oswald 
Chambers remarks: “We show how little love we have for God by preferring to listen to 
His servants rather than to Him. We like to listen to personal testimonies, but we don’t 
want God Himself to speak to us. Why are we so terrified for God to speak to us? It is 
because we know that when God speaks we must either do what He asks or tell Him we 
will not obey. But if it is simply one of God’s servants speaking to us, we feel obedience 
is optional, not imperative. We respond by saying, “Well, that’s only your own idea, even 
though I don’t deny that what you said is probably God’s truth.” That’s also why so many 
people prefer to hear someone else interpret the word for them than learn to listen for 
God’s still small voice in the text. They want the option to say, “That’s just his or her 
opinion, so I’m safe if I don’ t agree with it” They know they can’t pull that stuff with God. 
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To communicate with God, you must let him silence the false gods in your life so you can hear 
His calm, collected voice for yourself and answer directly to Him. And to open up a dialogue with 
Him, you must capture the context so you can see the meaning God put in the text for you. 

Capture the Context  
Evangelists about to leave a field experience mixed emotions. Eager to move on with 
God, they nevertheless feel remorse over saying goodbye to their converts. What’s 
more, haunted by the thought of unfinished business, evangelists might even feel guilty 
that some souls might be lost because of their premature departure. The LORD did 
threaten to hold Ezekiel “responsible for their deaths” if he failed to warn the wicked 
that they were under the penalty of death, or to caution the righteous not to sin (Ezekiel 
3:18, 20). And, Moses actually warned the people about to enter the Promised Land 
about secondhand guilt for someone’s blood in Deuteronomy 21:1-9, calling it the 
crime of “murdering an innocent person,” and explained how to “absolve the guilt of 
this person’s blood.”  
The apostle Paul addressed these issues the night before he sailed from Ephesus. Sad to 
leave, he told the Ephesians: “You know that from the day I set foot in the province 
of Asia until now I have done the Lord’s work humbly and with many tears…now I 
am bound by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem…And I know that none of you to whom 
I have preached the Kingdom will ever see me again” (Acts 20:18, 19, 22, 25). But at 
the same time, he also declared his innocence of anyone’s blood, because: “I have 
been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, it’s not my fault, for I never hesitated 
to declare the whole counsel of God to you“ (Acts 20:26, 27). Referring to preaching 
and teaching from the Word of God, Paul claimed that he had drawn on every possible 
text across the entire body of scripture to “warn Jews and Greeks to change the way 
they think and act and to believe in our Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:21).   
You and I can do no less when we study or share what scripture has to say. As members 
belong to the body, so Bible verses are connected to the entire Bible. A knuckle, for 
example is the way the whole person appears at that finger-joint. In the same way, a 
verse is the way the whole Bible looks at that particular part. To properly understand a 
verse, then, we need to take everything into account and relate it to the rest of the Bible, 
of which it is a part. We need to capture the context to get on the same page with God. 
There are five contexts for Bible study. 

1. Starting with the verse or verses in their Immediate Context 
2. We expand to include the passages in their Section of the book 
3. Then we widen the context to the rest their Book  
4. Next we include the other books in their Testament (Old or New) 
5. Finally, we extend the context to the whole Bible 
Here is a diagram that shows how they all relate to each other: 
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Context of the Whole Bible 
 

Context of the Testament 
 

Context of the Entire Book 
 

Context of the Related Section 
 

Immediate Context of Related Passages 
 

Context of the Related Section 

Context of the Entire Book 
 

Context of the Testament 
 

Context of the Whole Bible 
A bit overwhelming at first, this makes perfect sense when you stop to think about it. A 
verse is part of a passage that is a member of the section in the book that shares a 
theme. Expanding from there, we see the section is part of the book that belongs to one 
of the two testaments of the Bible. And finally, since one testament is incomplete without 
the other, we extend the context from one cover of the Bible to the other, so nothing gets 
left out!  
Let’s briefly demonstrate each one to give you a better handle on the context as a whole. 
The Bible Context 
Scholars have proposed many designs that show the layout of the Bible. The trick is to 
accurately describe the relation between the Old and New Testaments so that they work 
together to reveal God’s plan. Some say the Old Testament simply prepares us for the 
New. Others say that the New Testament fulfills what God promises in the Old. A few 
have even suggested that the Old Testament was written to the Jews, while the New 
addresses the Christian church. Most believe that God has always had one plan of 
salvation, revealed first to the Israelites and then realized to the world through Christ. 
After all, Hebrews 4:2 explains: “We [the church] have heard the same Good News that 
your [Israelite] ancestors heard. But the message didn't help those who heard it in the 
past because they didn't believe.” As Walter Kaiser, Jr. refers to it, this “one promise-
plan to all who believe in Messiah Jesus” is the Gospel, the divine offer through Christ for 
those who recognize Him as the only way to salvation. 

�39



“Biblical scholars have argued with each other about the possibility that the Bible has a 
single overarching theme. Those who insist that it does have such a theme differ among 
themselves, however, regarding what that theme might be. I side with those who suggest 
that there is one overall theme that unifies every moment of history into one divine working 
plan, uniting every biblical verse into a single, powerful message. This all-inclusive motif 
would thus be the main setting for every Bible study—the ultimate context even for 
individual verses. And just what do I think this theme is? The everlasting covenant. God’s 
promise/plan to all who believe in Messiah Jesus is the grand story line that unfolds itself 
across every sacred page. ‘In both testaments, the same God offers the same salvation by 
the same Savior through the same actions’ (John Marsh, Biblical Authority for Today, p. 
189). Spread cover to cover, this canonical [Bible-wide] context can serve as the foremost 
framework for Bible study because it shows us both where a text is [ultimately] coming 
from and where it is [eventually] going” (Lee Gugliotto, Handbook for Bible Study, p.26).  
Salvation is a promise that unfolds progressively throughout a period of time rather than 
a prediction limited to a particular fulfillment. The Scriptures serve as clear evidence that 
the everlasting covenant has worked for human beings of every age, accommodating 
itself to a variety of historical contexts. To illustrate this point, just think of the 
mountainous Okanagon region of Canada and the U.S., spotted with lakes. What 
appears to be a series of separate bodies of water is actually an underground river that 
surfaces from time to time. In other words, they are all part of a single water system. The 
same phenomenon occurs across the Bible. Though they appear to be stand alone 
agreements with God, the covenants are actually different editions of the one eternal 
covenant as it occasionally surfaced in different ages. Starting with Eden, they advance 
and develop into something better, the new covenant, its final version. 
Did you get that? The everlasting covenant began in Eden – before the sin that ruined the 
human race. In order to tie the entire Bible together, then, an overall theme must connect 
Genesis 1, 2 before sin – with the rest of the Bible after the fall. Instead of starting after 
Adam and Eve messed up, God’s plan began before He created heaven and earth. The 
new covenant of which Christians speak is not a separate arrangement, but the ultimate 
expression of the Creator’s faithfulness and determination to carry out His original plans 
for the Creation. That’s why the Bible describes the New Earth as a return to Eden. Peter 
announced, “We look forward to a new heaven and new earth, the home of 
righteousness” (2Peter 3:13), where Isaiah says those who are redeemed from sin and 
this fallen world by the Messiah “will be called oaks of righteousness, trees planted 
by the LORD to display His splendor” (Isaiah 61:3).  
The New Covenant was progressively disclosed in the previous covenants. Israel’s hope, 
revealed in the progression of divine covenants, reached climactic proportions in the 
person and ministry of Jesus. He was the promised King who was to perpetuate the 
covenant, make it possible for Israel to complete her original mission [as His church], and 
inaugurate the age that will usher in the final edition of the kingdom—the new earth.  
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God’s one-covenant kingdom plan looks something like this: 

            Pre-  
            redemptive                                                                                           Redemptive   

Only the covenant covers both the pre-redemptive (Genesis 1, 2) and the redemptive 
periods (the rest of the Bible). And, instead of a plan developed at the fall, the covenant 
progressively fulfills God’s original plan conceived before creation, initiated in Eden, and 
resumed in the person and work of Christ. As a progressively fulfilled promise rather than a 
prediction limited to a particular fulfillment, the covenant also helps to see that we are still 
living during the stage when branches bud, grow, and bear fruit. That means we must 
interpret every verse in terms of the partial fulfillment of God’s plan at Christ’s first advent, 
awaiting future and complete fulfillment at His return. “We still draw strength from God’s 
record of faithfulness in the past in order to believe He will act according to His promises in 
the future. Like our Old Testament brethren, we live by faith, awaiting the ‘age to come.’”  
The Testament Context 
Remember how the Bible divides into two parts? No, not the theological halves of the 
New and Old Testaments. I'm talking about the natural divide between Genesis 1, 2 
before the human race needed saving from sin, and the rest of the Bible from the Fall in 
Eden to the glories of the Revelation that unfolds the story of its redemption. As soon as 
Adam and Eve chose to sin, the Creator saw the devil on a collision course with His Son 
at the cross (Genesis 3:15). After explaining the consequences of what they had done – 
He made garments for them out of animal skins – and redemption got under way. He 
chose Abraham to gather a people for Him from all the families of the earth (Genesis 
12:1-3), but when Abe’s descendants failed, Christ became Israel reduced to a single 
obedient Israelite (Isaiah 53:1-12) and resumed the mission to collect converts from 
everywhere in the world (Ephesians 2:11-22).  
When God rejected Israel and sent it into exile, He really confused His people. Up to 
then, He kept pulling a Hosea – taking them back over and over after they messed up – to 
demonstrate His unconditional love. But, when the time came to teach another lesson – 
sin separates the sinner from God – He evicted the rebellious descendants of Jacob-
turned-Israel from the Promised Land and banished them to Babylon. He also sentenced 
them to death intending to spare those who repent and put their faith in the Suffering 
Servant for dying in their place to heal them with His stripes (Isaiah 53:5). Every Israelite 
since then remains under that sentence of death (Ezekiel 5:4), unless they turn to Christ 
for their salvation (John 3:18). This handful, or remnant of survivors will return to the 
Mighty God (Isaiah 10:21), symbolically in the Old Testament, and ultimately in the New – 
when Christ rounds up the church drawn to Him by our Heavenly Father from all the 
families of the earth (John 6:44; cf. Isa 56:6-8). 

EDEN NOAH ABRAHAM MOSES DAVID THE NEW COVENANT

Gen. 1, 2 Gen. 9 Gen. 12, 15, 17 Ex. 19-20 2Sam. 7 FORETOLD 
Jer. 31; Ex. 36

INTRODUCED 
Matt. 26

ESTABLISHED 
Heb. 8
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Just where the passage you wish to study fits into the overall plot of the Bible depends 
on the Testament it belongs to. If it is part of the Old Testament, it occurs during the run 
up to the cross that bridges it to the New. If it is already on the other side of the bridge in 
the New Testament, it advances something that began in the Old Testament. The bridge 
of course – is the cross of Christ that separates the shadows of the Old from their splendid 
realization in the New. To arrive in the New, everything must pass through the cross, 
imported from the Old – with one exception: nothing makes it into the New Testament 
without changing a little. Transformed by Christ at His first coming, imports continue to 
develop as they move closer to the time of His return. Working in reverse, you can also 
trace imports back to their roots, to see their beginnings. 
In a nutshell then, the Old Testament is symbolic – filled with real people, places, and 
things that point to someone, someplace, or something greater than themselves. 
Originally, they represented spiritual truths meant for National Israel to fulfill God's 
promises to Abraham. The symbols that make it into the New are called “types.” While a 
symbol pictured redemption in its own day and a type looks forward to the future, the 
things symbolized and typified are not different sets of things. They are the same with 
this one difference—the symbolical came first (at an earlier, preliminary stage of 
development in the work of redemption), and the typical came at a later, more advanced 
one. Yet “typology is not just a matter of collecting all the resemblances between the Old 
and New Testaments, but rather of understanding the underlying redemptive and 
revelational process which begins in the Old Testament and finds its fulfillment in the 
New” (C. T. Fritsch, “Principles of Biblical Typology,” Biblia Sacra 104 [1947], p. 214).  
Though literally achieved under Solomon, the people misunderstood the deeper lessons 
of the symbols and relapsed into their old, evil ways. So the prophets called them back to 
God so He could bring back the glory days of Solomon. But, after they refused repeatedly 
to repent, visionaries understood that God could not fulfill His promises to Israel in their 
day. So, they used the pointing power of symbols to reach into the future – to the latter 
days when Messiah will complete God’s plan on a grander scale than previously imagined 
and elevated relevant symbols to the level of types. Greater than Solomon (Matthew 
12:42), Messiah will bring in a Kingdom beyond anything David’s son ever ruled.   
The prophets used symbols called "types" to postpone God’s fulfillment of His promises 
until the Messianic Age. Instead of looking back to regain the best of the past, types look 
forward to unprecedented future fulfillment (antitypes) through the person and work of 
the Messiah, or the church. As they enter the New Testament through the cross, types 
shatter the limitations of their Old Testament roots. People morph into Christ or His 
followers! Locations shed boundaries! Spiritual overtakes natural!  
So, for example, Solomon's kingdom literally realized many of the promises God made to 
Abraham. But pointing to Christ, a king greater than Solomon with "authority, honor, and 
sovereignty over" a Kingdom of "all the nations of the world, so that people of every race 
and nation and language would obey him," forced the prophets to look beyond National 
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Israel to the universal church, past Palestine to the whole world, and for more than a mere 
mortal monarch. After all, unlike any primitive, earthly king or kingdom, "His rule is eternal—
it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed" (Daniel 7:14). So, Jesus claimed: 
"My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom... my Kingdom is not of this world" (John 18:36). 
Destined to rule the universe by God's side, His domain extended to the stars. That's why 
1Chronicles 29:23 reports: "So Solomon took the throne of the LORD in place of his father. 
David, and he succeeded in everything, and all Israel obeyed him." Instead of an ordinary 
ceremonial chair, David and his descendants sat on the LORD's throne, pointing to Christ 
as the Messianic King in David's line who would reign together with His heavenly Father. 
Christ's upward climb exerts a heavenly (supernatural) pull on types so that they cannot 
develop along a simple, natural straight line. His cross sets up the typology of both the 
church and prophecy. So, instead of remaining the same as they advance toward 
fulfillment between Christ's first and second comings, types progress toward the greater 
persons, places, or things they symbolize. Starting out as literal, local, and natural 
representations of the preliminary, primitive Old Covenant they work toward the 
figurative, universal and spiritual realities of the ultimate, advanced New Covenant.  

So, local, National Israel gives way to universal, Messianic Israel, the church; apostate 
Jerusalem suffers a fate that points to Babylon's end, and the Kingdom that began in the 
hearts of Christ's converts eventually covers the whole earth.   
You see, even prophecy develops along typological lines. Just as the Old Testament 
types expect and promise infinitely advanced, absolutely superior final editions that must 
come, so the Old Testament prophecies also look forward to much greater fulfillments 
than initially imagined. The prophet Jeremiah, for example, forecasted Old Testament, 
local, literal Babylon's doom, saying: "My people, go ye out of the midst of her...deliver 
ye every man his own soul from the fierce anger of the Lord” (Jeremiah 51:45, KJV). Then, 
Jesus repeated the warning in regards to Jerusalem during His first coming: "When you 
shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies . . .let those who are in Judea depart” (Luke 
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Church. This spiritualized or universalized Babylon will meet its literal end just as
the Scriptures describe it. But before type meets apocalyptic antitype, Jesus surprises
us by applying the doom prophecies for Babylon to the Jerusalem of His day. The fall
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 foreshadows the complete destruction of end-time Babylon,
which has completely defected to the enemy.
Vertical Typology
The Closer Look at Typology’s Supernatural Dimension

Question: What happens when two forces pull on an object in directions perpen-
dicular to each other? Which way will the object move?

FIGURE 98

Answer: On a path between the two forces.
Question: What does this have to do with typology?
Answer: When we trace the path of development of symbols-turned-types, some-

thing very similar happens, because in addition to moving along a horizontal, histor-
ical time-sequence, typology also has “a strong vertical (earthly-heavenly)
dimension” (Davidson, p. 352). In other words, types do not move exclusively on a
straight historical, horizontal line from the Old Testament into the New Testament,
because heaven exerts an upward influence on them like this:

FIGURE 99

Types started out as symbols: familiar, natural, earthly people, events, and insti-
tutions, which God used in the early stages of Israel’s supernatural education and sal-
vation. Pointing ever forward to their specific supernatural realities, they are
eventually fulfilled when God completes His saving work and totally reveals Himself

Force V

Force H

Path

Heavenly
Supernatural

Earthly
Natural

OT TYPE
Lower plane
Salvation and revelation in primitive stages
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ADVANCEMENT

NT ANTITYPE
Higher plane

Salvation accomplished
God totally revealed



21:20-21, KJV). Finally, an end time voice from heaven urges: "Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues” (Rev. 
18:4, KJV). Stripped of geographic and ethnic limitations on this side of the cross, 
Babylon emerges as the worldwide, end time enemy of God’s universal Israel, the 
Christian Church. This spiritualized or universalized Babylon will meet its literal end just 
as the Scriptures describe it. But before type meets apocalyptic (end time) antitype, Jesus 
surprises us by applying the doom prophecies for Babylon to the Jerusalem of His day. 
The fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 foreshadows the utter destruction of end time Babylon, 
which has completely defected to the enemy. 
Bear in mind, then, verses in the Old Testament look forward to fulfillment, while those in 
the New develop what began in the Old. Transformed by the cross, symbolic people, 
places, and things imported from the Old Testament enter the New Testament partially 
fulfilled at Christ’s first coming, mature, and develop completely by the time He returns. 
Consider, for instance the double description of the Sea Beast in Revelation 13:1, 2. At 
first glance, John sees: "a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten 
horns, with ten crowns on its horns." As a satanic animal, it resembles the dragon from 
Revelation 12:3 with its scarlet color, seven heads, ten horns, and seven crowns.  
But, what appeared at first as a single creature turns out to be an amalgamation of the four 
sea monsters from Daniel 7. As each arose from the water it swallowed up its predecessor, 
so that the fourth, though it had iron teeth, also had bronze claws. In other words, 
comparing the creatures to their counterparts in Daniel 2, the iron creature must have 
devoured its bronze predecessor. So each kingdom is a type of its successor, which 
absorbs it and continues to display some of its characteristics. In this way, the first three 
creatures lived on in their successors (Daniel 7:12), the second swallowing the first, the 
third swallowing the first two, until the fourth swallowed all three. More than that, since they 
are part of the monster in Revelation 13, the original beasts are also types of the last-day 
edition of the enemy—even in its end-time phase. That's why John describes the Sea Beast 
in verse 2: "This beast looked like a leopard, but it had the feet of a bear and the mouth of 
a lion! And the dragon gave the beast his own power and throne and great authority." 
While the New Testament imported the fourfold monster from the Old Testament, the cross 
changed it into a beast that resembled the dragon to expose its collusion with Satan. 
Typology is a fascinating phenomenon that best accounts for this relationship between the 
Testaments. Unfortunately, the early church, like many Greek thinkers and rabbinical 
schools of Judaism believed that the Bible has more than one level of meaning. And, 
focusing on the spiritual rather than the literal sense, distorted typology into allegory – a 
collection of Old Testament stories with hidden meanings. So, for instance, they saw the 
story of Jonah and the big fish as a creative Old Testament way to talk about Messiah's 
death and resurrection, since it is about a prophet who spends three days and nights 
buried in the belly of a fish. While Jesus Himself saw a connection with His three-day 
confinement to the tomb, Jonah's tale simply points to His experience rather than actually 
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telling it in a symbolic way. Please consult Chapter 10 in "Handbook for Bible Study" for 
more details of a responsible typology that should dramatically improve your studies.  
The Book Context 
Once you have established solid contact with the overall theme of the Bible and the way 
the Testaments develop it, it’s time to search for the overall plan and purpose of the 
book from which you have selected a passage.  

The 5W’s 
Because you are only getting started, use the legendary 5 W's to get a rough sketch of 
things. According to the WordPress Toolkit website, "The 5 W’s and H refer to the six 
questions that a reporter should answer in the lead paragraph of a news story." So, 
interrogating the text with the 5 W's is a great way to start gathering information for 
deeper study of the scriptures. Subtle details should come later. For now, just get in touch 
with who wrote the book, when, where and to whom he addressed it. Then try to 
determine why. How you choose to do this depends on your experience, training, and 
skill.  
Advanced students usually extract answers directly from the text. Since first century 
correspondents signed letters from the beginning, the opening words of Ephesians 
1:1, "Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ" indicate he wrote it. And since they typically 
addressed letters to recipients the same way we do, the inscription, to "God's holy 
people in Ephesus" identifies them as his audience.  
Less experienced investigators of the Word, normally look up the answers to the 5 
W's in a resource like the introductions to Bible books in a good study Bible. We 
recommend the Life Application Study Bible available in a variety of translations. 
Labeling them "Vital Statistics," the LASB lists the answers to the 5 W's for each Bible 
book. Here, for example, are its replies to inquiries about the Epistle to the Ephesians: 

The 5 W’s Explained Label Replies

WHO Who wrote the book? Author Paul

Who did he write to? Audience The church at Ephesus, then 
circulated to neighboring local 
churches. Because the letter 
contains no specific references to 
people or problems in the 
Ephesian church and because the 
words “in Ephesus” (1:1) are not 
present in some early manuscripts, 
Paul may have intended this to be a 
circular letter to be read to all the 
churches in the area.

Who did he write about to him/them? Key People Himself, Tychicus

The 5 W’s
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The outline 
After you get in touch with its background, find out how your passage fits into the book 
– to stay in context as you zero in on your text. Since many tend to lose sight of context 
as they focus on smaller portions of scripture, we suggest you consult an outline of the 
book before concentrating on any part of it. Briefly breaking down the book into its 
main parts, an outline shows the whole book at a glance, allowing you to see where the 
writer came from when he got to your passage and where he was headed as he left it – 
at the same time. Then you can safely home in on your passage, without isolating it 
from the writer's original purpose for it and make it say something it doesn’t.  
Life Application Study Bible correctly calls its outlines, "The Blueprint" since they show 
the design of each Bible book. Noted for its crisp and concise thumbnails, the LASB will 
put the entire layout at your disposal in the simplest format. So, for example, it divides 
Ephesians into just two main parts: Unity in Christ (1:1-3:21), and Unity in the body of 
Christ (4:1-6:24). A brief paragraph follows to explain the relation of the parts and 
simplify what they should mean to the reader. In this case, it says: "In this letter, Paul 
explains the wonderful things that we have received through Christ and refers to the 
church as a body to illustrate unity of purpose and show how each individual member 
is a part that must work together with all the other parts. In our own life, we should work 
to eradicate all backbiting, gossip, criticism, jealousy, anger, and bitterness, because 
these are barriers to unity in the church.”  

WHAT What does he say about himself? Setting Paul had spent over three years 
with the Ephesian church. As a 
result, he was very close to them.

What does he say about his audience? Paul met with the elders of the 
Ephesian church at Miletus (Acts 
20:17-38)—a meeting that was filled 
with great sadness because he was 
leaving them for what he thought 
would be the last time.

What does he about the others? Paul sent the letter with Tychicus

WHEN When did he write the book? Date of writing Approximately AD 60

When do the events in the book occur? During Paul’s Roman imprisonment

WHERE Where did he write the book? Location From Rome

Where do its events take place? In local area churches 

WHY Why did he wrote the book? Purpose To strengthen the believers in 
Ephesus in their Christian faith by 
explaining the nature and purpose 
of the church, the body of Christ

Explained Label RepliesThe 5 W’s
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The Immediate Context 
Aware of your passage’s connection with the previous contexts, you may now pin down 
where and how it fits into its book. Unlike its forerunners, however, this step presents 
some unique challenges. As A. Berkeley Mickelson points out: “The first responsibility of 
every interpreter is to note carefully what precedes and what follows any verse or 
passage which he is interpreting. This often involves going back two or three paragraphs 
and ahead two or three paragraphs. Chapter divisions do not necessarily serve as 
boundary lines. One may need to go back to the preceding chapter or ahead to the next 
chapter to get the true context” (Interpreting the Bible, p. 102). 
So, we recommend you consider at least two passages besides the one you have chosen. 
The one before leads into and prepares you for it, while the one after shows how the 
writer used it to set up the next. The three passages naturally capture the writer's or 
speaker's inspired flow of thought so you will see the text from his point of view. To find 
them, just look for the subheadings in your Bible, that divide the text into passages (back 
to back verses that talk about the same person, place, or thing). Passages begin with the 
first verse after a subheading, and end with the last verse before the next. Once you've 
located all three, arrange them for study. The layout should look something like this: 
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DISCRIMINATION 

2 For example, suppose someone 
comes into your meeting dressed in 
fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, 
and another comes in who is poor 
and dressed in dirty clothes.  

3 If you give special attention and a 
good seat to the rich person, but you 
say to the poor one, “You can stand 
over there, or else sit on the floor” —
well,  

4 doesn’t this discrimination show 
that your judgments are guided by 
evil motives?  

FAVORITISM 

5 Listen to me dear brothers and 
sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor 
in this world to be rich in faith? 
Aren’t they the ones who will inherit 
the Kingdom he promised to those 
who love him?  

6 But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it 
the rich who oppress you and drag 
you into court?  

7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus 
Christ, whose noble name you bear? 

OBEDIENCE 

8 Yes indeed, it is good when you 
obey the royal law as found in the 
Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  
9 But if you favor some people over 
others, you are committing a sin. You 
are guilty of breaking the law.  
 

1
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Identify the text you 
are studying – the one 
in the middle

Place the passage 
before, here, single- 
spaced.

Place the passage you 
want to study, here, 1.5 

spaced

Place the passage after, 
here, single- spaced.

Insert subheadings 
before each passage as 
we did for this one, here

Check the format. A 
story unfolds one event 

at a time, usually in the 
order they happen. An 

explanation unfolds 
one thought at a time, 
in the order the writer 

arranged them 



Each biblical book can be broken down into passages, or paragraphs, that is blocks of 
related thought. (The Old Testament was not originally written in passages—just as the 
entire Bible was not originally written in verses. The passage/paragraph was originally 
considered a form of punctuation among the Greeks and was the only punctuation mark 
that Aristotle ever mentioned. Aristophanes, in developing his theory of rhetoric, 
subdivided long segments of writing into periods, colons, and commas, which, of course, 
we, today consider punctuation marks and not sections of copy. The Hebrew books of 
Scripture were divided into parashiyyot, not paragraphs, and at least some of these 
parashiyyot were given names. For example, the parashah [singular of parashiyyot] of 
Moses’ encounter with God in the wilderness was called “the bush” and appears that way 
in Mark 12:26; Luke 20:37; Acts 7:35.) 
Even if your text is only a fragment of a passage/paragraph, your search for its connection 
with what came before and after it may span an entire section. Sometimes, your 
investigation may extend to other sections—especially if your text is part of a section that 
resumes or develops an earlier topic or theme that differs from those of bordering 
sections. Normally, passages link one or more of three ways. Either: 
1. What ended the previous passage, starts the one you wish to study 
 So, for example, the passage Isaiah 1:5-9 ends with a distant connection of Jerusalem 
to the ungodly cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in v.9. The first verse of the next passage, 
verses 10-17, however, begins with a more direct comparison, suggesting that 
Jerusalem’s wickedness is on the same level with those cities, implying that God should 
judge Jerusalem in a similar way. 
2. What began in the previous passage, continues in the one you wish to study 
 So, for example, the passage Isaiah 1:10-17 insists that Jerusalem’s sins have reached 
the breaking point, so that they must either change or perish. The next passage, verses 
18-23 continues to work for their reform by inviting them to the divine courtroom to work 
out the terms. 
3. Some person, place, or thing in both passages is the same, similar, or related 
 So, for example, the passage 1:18-23 where the LORD acts as the prosecutor in a 
covenant lawsuit against Jerusalem. In the next passage, verses 24-26, the LORD 
transitions from prosecutor to judge, to finish what He started in v.18. 
Once you have identified the connection, explore the link to see if it is:  
1. Historical, tied to actual facts, people, places, or events—possibly in chronological 
order. 
2. Logical, involved in a chain of reasoning, either based on what the writer or speaker 
said previously or as part of a developing argument. 
3. Theological, developing some historical fact or circumstance along Christ-centered, 
church-oriented, or end-time lines. 
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4. Psychological, when the author or speaker seems to go off on a tangent for some 
inexplicable reason. Actually, something in the preceding text most likely triggered a 
somewhat different but related idea that interrupted the flow of thought. The result is 
usually the omission of linking words that normally connect words or phrases, a 
digression or explanation, or a sentence that breaks-off the original line of reasoning to 
launch into what at first seems to be out-of-place.  
For example, more is at stake than Samson’s personal fall in Judges 16. The angel of the 
Lord announced in 13:5 that Samson would begin to deliver his people—not just himself. 
So taking the larger context into account, we discover that God meant for Samson’s 
individual Nazirite vows to commence the process of separating both him and Israel from 
a pagan Philistine environment. 
God used the Hebrew strongman as a symbol of cultural differences to instigate division 
between His people and their oppressors. For instance, the Philistines relied on military 
prowess to give them the advantage over their neighbors. Archaeologists have 
uncovered evidence that the Philistines shaved their heads for hand-to-hand combat. 
Imagine how Samson’s uncut locks stood out against a sea of Philistine “skinheads.” So, 
Samson’s final blow against the Dagon worshipers was more than an act of personal 
vindication; it was a blow toward Israel’s freedom. 
Interpreters need to recognize the real danger of bypassing the historical situation and 
reading the text as if God spoke directly to them and contemporary society. The opposite 
risk is also possible—that interpreters may get bogged down in the immediate situation, 
and draw the incorrect conclusion that God spoke only to Israel. As you try to understand 
your passage, stay in touch with the everlasting covenant, relate it to the way the Old or 
New Testament used it to develop or fulfill God's promises, and stick to what the writer of 
the book did with it. Explore how God’s people related to your text from the Old 
Testament – before, during, and after the Babylonian exile, or from the New Testament – 
both before and after Christ’s first coming. We'll show you what comes next when the 
time comes for you to analyze the text. 
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Conversing with God Through His Word 
My favorite author used to say: The word of the living God is not merely written, but spoken. 
The Bible is God's voice speaking to us, just as surely as though we could hear it with our ears. 
If we realized this, with what awe would we open God's word, and with what earnestness 
would we search its precepts! The reading and contemplation of the Scriptures would be 
regarded as an audience [or, a formal interview granted by and] with the Infinite One. 

Analyze the contents 
Remember, God speaks Jesus, the only language in heaven. As the apostle John reminds us: 
"In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and the word was fully 
God" (1John 1:1). Another expression for God, then, "the word" was an attempt by God to 
communicate with creation. So, the writer of Hebrews states: "Long ago God spoke many 
times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. But now in these final days, 
he has spoken to us through his Son." (Hebrews 1:1-2). Although God spoke to His people 
through a long line of dedicated men and women, He finally sent His Son into the world to 
express Himself more clearly and distinctly than ever before. Unlike those imperfect 
prophets, "The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of 
God" (Hebrews 1:3). As Jesus explained to Philip, "Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father" (John 14:9). So, any attempt to make sense of the Bible apart from Christ must fail. 
The ancient Hebrews heard the Good News of Christ, but it didn't do them any good 
because they didn't accept him as their Savior (Hebrews 4:2). He has and always will be the 
only key to benefitting from scripture. So let’s do what Jesus did for the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus: "Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, 
explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning himself" (Luke 24:27). 
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The actual journey to truth begins with Analysis, a detailed examination of the elements and 
structure of a passage. It starts with separating the text into its constituent parts. Normally, 
students of the Word rely on grammar to probe scripture, dissecting it into eight official parts 
of speech: nouns, pronouns, adjectives, determiners, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, 
conjunctions, and interjections. Many further divide verbs into participles, infinitives, and 
gerunds, and even subdivide pronouns into nearly a dozen classes. That's well and good if 
you wish to wait until children master the whole system of language. But, we have a simpler 
way of taking the text apart to study it up close, one bit at a time: split up everything into five 
basic components: links, people, places, things, and empowering words. Children already 
know this terminology well enough to use it. And, with a little help from parents can use it to 
study the Bible side by side with them.  
So, leaving grammar behind, let's get the whole family into the Bible, together. Start your 
conversation with God – through His Word! 
Color-Code your passage 
Color-coding is a way to display the five parts of the text using the power of color. 
Originally used to let people know different messages with assorted color flags, colors 
help electricians tell apart wires, and pharmacists to distinguish pills from one another. 
Bible students rely on colors to separate the text into its parts. To make it easier to 
analyze the text, break down the many types of words into five simple parts: linking 
words, persons, places, things and empowering words.  
When it comes to Bible study, scholars have shared no end of color-codes. While these 
custom systems make sense to those who develop them, they make the text harder to 
understand for those who did not. Men and women find it difficult to grasp the text for 
themselves when they have to follow the line of reasoning behind someone else’s code. 
Back in seminary, an African friend who mastered every other class, struggled in 
Hebrew. When I asked him why, he explained: “The teacher speaks English, but I think, 
Nigerian. So, to answer his questions, I have to translate Hebrew into my native 
language first, then back into his English.” Something similar happens when we try to 
follow someone else’s color code. Instead of translating the code into meaningful clues, 
we hit an unexpected obstacle. The custom system that makes perfect sense to its 
developer, acts like a language barrier to us – blocking our path to the goal. Unable to 
decipher its cryptic design, we reach a dead end. The same key that opens the text for 
its originator, only complicates things for the rest of us.  
We need to cut out the middleman! To understand the text for ourselves as well as to 
share it with others, we must break everything down into simple groups, and use as few 
colors as possible – instead of different colors for the many different parts of the text. 
After 30 years of trial and error, here is a simple system that works:  
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When we coded each natural part of the text with its own color, the text made sense to 
us, yet what we did for one passage didn’t help very much with the next. That style of 
coding emphasizes the uniqueness of passages rather than their similarities. But, after 
we started classifying everything into the five general groups above, suddenly we and 
others could easily see how passages flow into one another, the patterns they share, and 
the way they help to explain each other. To our surprise, this simple, “one-size fits all” 
approach works for any passage.  
This plainer brand of coding is quick to master and easy to do. You may either: 
underline words [the LORD], fill them with color [the LORD], or, both [the LORD]. Most 
words are easy to identify – even for children, and we will show you examples of people, 
places, things, and empowering words later in this lesson. For now, here is some 
situations that need special attention.  
Sometimes words refer to either a person, place, or thing, like "the other side of the 
Lake," in Mark 5:1. Referring to the opposite, or western shore of the Sea of Galilee, this 
is actually a lake also known as the Lake of Gennesaret after the small fertile plain by that 
name on its western side, as well as the Lake of Tiberias to honor the Roman emperor. 
So, you could mark "the other side of the lake," as a place, because it is part of "the," 
not just any “lake,” or as a thing, emphasizing the opposite shore, or both – labeling "the 
other side of" as a thing, and "the lake," as a place. When this happens mark these 
"split-personalities" with as many colors as apply. The more angles from which you 
approach the items in the text, the better. This multifaceted approach will also allow you 
to explain terms more fully for children.  
Mark words like with, by, through, etc. the same color as the empowering words they 
help. For example: in Isaiah 63:5, the LORD intervenes “to save” His oppressed people 
“with my strong arm.” Since “with” tells us what He used “to save” the people – “my 
strong arm” we marked “with” the same color as “to save”.  

BIBLE STUDY COLOR-CODES

PARTS COLORS

Links RED

Godly Persons ORANGE

Ungodly Persons LIGHT GREEN

God PURPLE

Places GREEN

Things BLUE

Empowering Words BROWN
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Choose a lighter shade of the 
same color to tell apart items in 
the same family or group. 



If you want to know more about words like “with”, look them up in a dictionary. For your 
convenience, however, download the "Preposition Chart" from our homechurchtv.org 
website. It lists all the words from the Bible like "with" that pre-cede persons, places, or 
things to express a relationship to another word or element in a sentence. The chart also 
explains what each "pre-positional" word does. 
The chart also lists and explains words like in, at, to, etc. that act as locators and point to 
abstract places: realms, directions, or positions. Mark them the same color, green as 
location words, even if they aren’t attached to physical places. For Example, in Isaiah 
63:7, the prophet says: “I will rejoice in his great goodness to Israel.” “In” identifies 
where Isaiah will celebrate – the history of “great goodness”, that God has extended 
“to”, or aimed in the direction of His people. 
Now that you have transformed your text from lifeless black and white letters to dynamic 
technicolor parts, it’s time to find the links in your passage and start your analysis. 
Find the links in your passage 

Flow of thought 
At the Logos Talksite on July 9, 2015, Todd Bishop commented on a very common 
mistake even sincere Christians make. Obviously disappointed and somewhat annoyed, 
He pointed out that, “There are few things more frustrating than hearing Bible verses 
taken out of context, especially if you consider yourself a serious student of the Bible. 
You know what I’m talking about—some well-meaning Christian quotes a verse. He’s 
uncovered a spiritual truth that perfectly addresses a personal challenge. The only 
problem? He’s completely ignored the surrounding context! The New Testament 
wasn’t written in isolated, versified chunks of unrelated texts. Each verse flows from a 
greater context. When we ignore the logical flow of a biblical passage or book, we 
risk misinterpretation. Understanding the flow of thought of a biblical passage is 
essential to good hermeneutics and sound application of biblical principles.” 
People “ignore the logical flow of thought of a biblical passage” for a variety of reasons. 
First and foremost, they don’t even know it exists – either, for lack of training or because 
they have been schooled to disregard context. In an effort to guarantee reproduction of 
their beliefs, churches tend to indoctrinate rather than educate their members. I 
remember taking 3 1/2 years of dogmatic theology in college – and we never cracked a 
Bible. They teach people to memorize their beliefs without proper investigation.  
Secondly, if they do teach members to “investigate,” they either, lead them through 
verses strung together for them, or coach them to fill in the blanks of study guides – 
both intended to lead them to their conclusions. Convinced others must share their 
beliefs, they do anything to reproduce them in anyone who will listen. Brainwashing, 
drilling, deceptive – call it what you will, but this method does assume unfounded 
authority to dogmatically transplant pet deductions from scripture as if they are 
impeccably true. Shades of the often off base deductive Jewish commentators.  
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Logical flow describes how the text moves smoothly from one verse to the next, and 
one passage to another. Based on the efforts of the writers to communicate with their 
audiences, the text relies on context or linking words to transition from one event or 
thought to what comes after it in a way that readers can follow. As you trace the 
progress of a story or the development of an idea or argument, you take the same path 
the storyteller or expositor used to express himself, the only road that leads to the true 
meaning of the text. Gradually, everything falls into place. The whole passage makes 
sense. You feel like you’re getting somewhere. Fulfillment of your desire to learn awaits 
you at the end of the trail, at the finish line of your journey. 
To chart the flow you must trace the way the writer joined verses and passages 
together with context, and on occasions when he wanted to enhance the connection, 
with powerful linking words. Then you can follow the writer’s or speaker’s continuous 
stream of thought as it unfolds from one line to the next and make sense of what he 
or she says.  
Stories proceed three ways: either, the next line either: 
• Adds something new to what came before 

- So, Jonah 1:10 adds the sailors’ reaction to Jonah’s confession in 1:9 that he 
worships the Creator who has control over the wind and the sea. 

• Fills in details missing from what came before  
- So, when Jonah admitted to running away from the Lord in 1:10, he also filled in 

something missing from 1:9––another answer to the sailors’ questions in 1:8. 
• Brings out something you couldn’t see before 

- So, when Jonah concedes in 1:12 that he caused the storm, he reveals (or, brings 
out) why throwing him overboard will calm the sea. 

Ideas or arguments also develop three ways: What comes next either: 
• Agrees with what came before 

- They are on the same side. They get along with each other and work together; 
they are in synch and in tune with one another; they are buddies on the same 
wavelength and have a friendly relationship. When this is the case: 

‣ The second thought builds on the first, to continue it, make a comparison, add 
more information, or insert another step in a series 

‣ The second thought may illustrate the first 

‣ The second thought may explain or practically repeat the first 
• Disagrees with what came before 

- They are on opposite sides. They work against each other as the reverse of one 
another; they have nothing in common and will never see eye-to-eye on 
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anything; and forget shaking hands, because they will duke it out to the end. In 
this case:  

‣ The second thought usually competes with the first to oppose or stand in 
contrast to it 

‣ The second thought may try to replace the first 
• Shares a cause and effect relationship with what came before  

Context 
d 
Linking words 
d 

Find the people, places, and things in your passage 
Color 
Find the empowering words in your passage 
Color 
The thought diagram of your passage 
Color 
Making the most of your conversation with God 
Kids 
Reflecting on discoveries  
Applying timeless truth to life 
Kids
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