
The Feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000 in Mark 
Mark shares a number of similarities with chapters 6 and 7, especially the way it 
repeats the feeding of a multitude and its surrounding stories: 

First Round Second Round 
Feeding of 5,000 6:35-44 Feeding of 4,000 8:1-9 

Crossing of the Lake 6:45-56 Crossing of the Lake 8:10 
Controversy with Pharisees 7:1-23 Controversy with Pharisees 8:11-13 

The Children’s Bread 7:24-30 The Leaven of the Pharisees 8:14-21 
Healing at Bethsaida 7:31-37 Healing at Bethsaida 8:22-26 

While this is remarkable to those who believe God spoke supernaturally to the 
Bible writers, it has also triggered a feeding frenzy for those who gorge 
themselves on so-called evidence of a natural explanation for scripture. They 
think that two versions of the feeding story were circulating among the early 
Christians when Mark wrote his Gospel and so, he included them both. But this 
manmade solution to a so-called problem with the feeding story doesn’t explain 
the repetition of the whole cycle of events. Who’s to say that Jesus didn’t feed 
large crowds on more than one occasion? After all, the 5,000 were fed in Galilee, 
while the 4,000 were similarly catered in Decapolis. Not to mention that, the 
former event is certainly more Jewish and the latter is virtually Gentile. 
Let me suggest a few things: 

1. The closing verse of the previous story notices that Jesus has come to 
fulfill prophecy – to fulfill God’s promises and meet every human need. 

2. People, whether Jew or Gentile, have the same basic needs. The stories 
in the first round where Jesus extends the same blessings to Gentiles as 
He did to Jews proves that. So, the repetition serves to underscore that 
Jesus came to fulfill God’s promises and meet every human need to all 
the families of the earth. 

3. The previous section ended without confirming that His disciples have 
learned the lesson of depending entirely on Jesus, whether they minister 
in His name or turn to Him by faith for healing or deliverance. By featuring 
similar events that teach essentially the same lessons, Mark emphasizes: 

a. The importance of faith for serving as well as being blessed by God. 
In both series, Jesus works thru disciples and bestows grace by faith. 

b. That faith brings Jews and Gentiles together as one people for God, 
whether or not they are descended from Abraham or practice Judaism 

c. That Jesus is the Savior of the world, not just Jews 
4. The previous section also ended without confirming that Jesus’ critics 

have learned the lesson that He has come to save even them, because 
they can’t save themselves. 

a. The word for basket for the 5,000 is distinctively Jewish, while the 
one for the 4,000 is not – underscoring faith in Christ rather than 
practicing Judaism as the requirement for divine blessing. 



b. The Feeding of the 4,000 uses seven loaves of bread and ends 
with seven baskets of leftovers rather than the 12 from the 5,000 – 
further distancing God’s blessing from Jews and Judaism. Seven = 
4 + 3, symbolizing the perfect union of the Creator with His 
Creation. While 5 loaves plus 2 fish adds up to seven, 7 is perfect 
within itself suggesting a greater, or more perfect union of heaven 
and earth in feeding the more Gentile 4,000. 

c. So, Mark seems to show Jesus as the fulfiller of the OT, the one 
who uses those who rely on Him to work through them to 
complete God’s promises and bring the full and final satisfaction of 
needs for whoever turns to Him and Him alone for their supply. 
 

 


