
S-O-M-E  O = OBSERVATION    
THOUGHT DIAGRAM [To get better acquainted with the parts of the text] 

Vs. Linking 
Words 

 
Persons  

Empowering 
Words 

 
Helpers  

 
Locators 

 
Places       

 
Things 

1  Then       this message  
   Came   to    
  me    from    
  the LORD:       
2   Son of man how      
   does     a grapevine  
   compare   to   a tree?  
   Is     a vine’s wood  
   as      
   useful     as  
       the wood  
    of   a tree? 
3    Can     its wood  
   be used  for     
   making     things,  
       like  
       pegs  
   to hang   up   pots and pans?  
4     No,    it  
   can  only     
   be used  for    fuel,  
       and even as  
       fuel,  
       it  
   burns  too quickly.     
5        Vines  
   are useless    both 
       before  
       and  
       after  
   being put   into   the fire! 
6  “And       this  
   is     what  
  The Sovereign LORD       
   says:      
  The people  of    Jerusalem  
   are      
  like      grapevines  
   growing   among   the trees  
    of    the forest.  
 Since  they  are useless,      
  I  have thrown      
  them    on   the fire  
   to be burned.      
7  And  I  will see   to   it  
       that  
  if       
  they  escape   from   one fire,  
  they  will fall   into   another.  
 When  I  turn   against    
  them,       
  you will know     that  
  I  am      
  the LORD.       
8  And  I  will make   the land   
   desolate      
  because       



  my       
  people  have been unfaithful  to     
  me.       
  I,       
  the Sovereign LORD,       
   have spoken!”     

 
THOUGHT/EVENT/ACTION LIST [To reassemble the parts into bite-sized thoughts/events/actions that make sense] 

V Line Event/Action         
    
    
    
    

1  Then    
 1 this message came to me  
 2 from the LORD:  
2  1 Son of man  
 2 How does a grapevine compare to a tree?  
 3 Is a vine’s wood as useful  
 4 As the wood of a tree?  
3  1 Can its wood be used for making things,  
 2 Like pegs to hang up pots and pans?  
4  1 No, it can only be used for fuel,  
 2 and even as fuel, it burns too quickly.  
5  1 Vines are useless  
 2 Both before and after being put into the fire!  
6  And  1 This is what the Sovereign LORD says:  
 2 The people of Jerusalem are like grapevines  
 3 Growing among the trees of the forest.  
 Since 4 they are useless,  
 5 I have thrown them on the fire  
 6 to be burned.  
7  And 1 I will see to it that  
 2 if they escape from one fire,  
 3 they will fall into another.  
 When 4 I turn against them,  
 5 You will know that I am the LORD  
8  And 1 I will make the land desolate  
 2 because my people have been unfaithful to me.  
 3 I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!”  

 
FLOW CHART [To capture the way the writer connected everything in the text into one, continuous stream of thought or story] 
V.      Line Words/Catchwords/Catchphrases    Link   

V Line Event/Action  
1  Then   Introduces what’s next 
 1 this message came to me Announces what is next 
 2 from the LORD: Tells where it came from 
2  1 Son of man Renames Ezekiel to separate him from the rebels 
 2 How does a grapevine compare to a tree? Sets up a comparison for Ezekiel 
 3 Is a vine’s wood as useful Between a vine’s wood 
 4 As the wood of a tree? And the wood of a tree 
3  1 Can its wood be used for making things, Asks whether a vine’s wood can be converted into something tiny 
 2 Like pegs to hang up pots and pans? Offers the least example from what tree wood can do 
4  1 No, it can only be used for fuel, Denies even a thing that minor and affirms it’s only good to burn 
 2 and even as fuel, it burns too quickly. Affirms it isn’t even good firewood 
5  1 Vines are useless Unless they produce good grapes, vines aren’t good for anything 
 2 Both before and after being put into the fire! There are no exceptions to this rule 
6  And  1 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: The Unstoppable One offers something else 
 2 The people of Jerusalem are like grapevines He compares the people to grapevines 
 3 Growing among the trees of the forest. That grow in the wild without a purpose or proper care 
 Since 4 they are useless, Unless they turn out good grapes, they aren’t good for anything 
 5 I have thrown them on the fire So, God takes action against them that they cannot escape 
 6 to be burned. Only good for destruction 



7  And 1 I will see to it that The LORD vows to make sure 
 2 if they escape from one fire, Should they look like they are getting away 
 3 they will fall into another. He will still get them  
 When 4 I turn against them, Changing from friend to enemy 
 5 You will know that I am the LORD Will make it clear who He is 
8  And 1 I will make the land desolate I will turn the land of milk and honey into a wasteland 
 2 because my people have been unfaithful to me. Their disloyalty forces me to cut them off without blessings 
 3 I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!” The Unstoppable One guarantees this will happen 

   
BLUEPRINT [To capture the way the writer developed a story from events and actions, or wove thoughts into an idea or 
argument] 

V Line Event/Action Adds/Fills/Brings    
1  Then    
 1 this message came to me Adds 
 2 from the LORD: Fills 
2  1 Son of man Fills 
 2 How does a grapevine compare to a tree? Adds 
 3 Is a vine’s wood as useful Fills 
 4 As the wood of a tree? Fills 
3  1 Can its wood be used for making things, Adds 
 2 Like pegs to hang up pots and pans? Fills 
4  1 No, it can only be used for fuel, Brings 
 2 and even as fuel, it burns too quickly. Fills 
5  1 Vines are useless Brings 
 2 Both before and after being put into the fire! Fills 
6  And  1 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Adds 
 2 The people of Jerusalem are like grapevines Brings 
 3 Growing among the trees of the forest. Fills 
 Since 4 they are useless, Brings 
 5 I have thrown them on the fire Fills 
 6 to be burned. Fills 
7  And 1 I will see to it that Adds 
 2 if they escape from one fire, Brings 
 3 they will fall into another. Brings 
 When 4 I turn against them, Brings 
 5 You will know that I am the LORD Fills 
8  And 1 I will make the land desolate Fills 
 2 because my people have been unfaithful to me. Brings 
 3 I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!” Fills 

 
ROUGH DRAFT [To get a rough idea of the passage from what you’ve learned so far] 

V Line Event/Action         
    
    
    
    

1  Then   Next 
 1 this message came to me Ezekiel received a communication 
 2 from the LORD: It came from Heaven 
2  1 Son of man A member of the fallen race 
 2 How does a grapevine compare to a tree? God wants to know how grapevines stack up against trees 
 3 Is a vine’s wood as useful Can you use the wood from a grapevine  
 4 As the wood of a tree? Like the wood from a tree 
3  1 Can its wood be used for making things, Can you make things out of it 
 2 Like pegs to hang up pots and pans? As simple as a hook for kitchenware 
4  1 No, it can only be used for fuel, No, it’s only good to feed a fire 
 2 and even as fuel, it burns too quickly. And it isn’t even good for that because it burns too fast 
5  1 Vines are useless Grapevines that don’t produce grapes aren’t good for anything 
 2 Both before and after being put into the fire! No matter when you try to use them 
6  And  1 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: The Unstoppable One gives us His take on the situation 
 2 The people of Jerusalem are like grapevines He compares the citizens of the holy city to grapevines 
 3 Growing among the trees of the forest. Growing in the wild with no purpose or anyone to care for it 
 Since 4 they are useless, People who don’t please God aren’t good for anything  
 5 I have thrown them on the fire The Unstoppable One has thrown them away 



 6 to be burned. To get rid of them 
7  And 1 I will see to it that Plus, the Unstoppable One will make sure 
 2 if they escape from one fire, They will be destroyed 
 3 they will fall into another. One way or another 
 When 4 I turn against them, When, not if, He turns against them 
 5 You will know that I am the LORD Zeke will recognize the LORD is behind their destruction 
8  And 1 I will make the land desolate On top of that, He will also empty the land 
 2 because my people have been unfaithful to me. Because His people have turned against Him 
 3 I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!” The Unstoppable One signs the communication with His signature 

   
BIOGRAPHIES 
Me: Ezekiel 
the LORD: the Eternal One 
Son of man: descendant of Adam, member of the fallen race who needs salvation but is not one of the rebels 
The Sovereign LORD: the Eternal One who does what He wants and no one or nothing can stop Him  
The people: the citizens of Jerusalem in the Promised Land  

 
GEOGRAPHIES 
to me: Ezekiel is the destination 
From the LORD: the Eternal One is the source 
to a tree: points in the direction of a tree 
up pots and pans: hanging by a fire, in a kitchen 
into the fire: embedded in the flames 
among the trees: wild 
on the fire: roasting over the flames 
to it (the fire): the fire is the destination 
from one fire: escape the flames 
into another (fire): enter the flames 
against them: hostile toward them 
Jerusalem: the capital city of the Promised Land 
The Land: the territory God gave to Israel 
to me: The Eternal One is the target 

 
PROFILES 
this message: the following communication  
a grapevine: a plant intended to produce grapes  
a tree? A woody plant with a trunk and branches 
a vine’s wood: the branches of a vine 
the wood: the woody part of a tree 
Pegs: hooks 
pots and pans? Kitchen utensils for cooking and baking 
fuel, combustible that produces heat and light 
Before: earlier 
After: later  
the fire: a thing that burns fuel 
the forest. A group of trees growing wild 
Desolate barren, or empty 

 
WORD STUDIES     

Empowering 
Words 

 
Helpers  

Came to arrive  
how what extent or degree  
does acts, or behaves  
compare match or stack up to, or compete with  
Is state, quality, identity, nature, role  
useful functional, practical, beneficial, capable  
 Of from 
Can be able to  
be used utilize for have the purpose or function 
making construct, manufacture, or produce  



to hang suspend, or dangle  
 No absolutely not, never 
  only exclusively, solely 
 for in the place of 
burns be on fire too quickly. Too fast 
are useless not functional, practical, beneficial, capable  
being put placed  
says: insists  
 of from, live in 
are state, quality, identity, nature, role  
growing sprouting, or blooming  
 of that make up  
have thrown hurl, toss, fling, pitch  
will see will make sure  
escape get away, or survive  
will fall will land, or end up in   
turn become hostile to  
will know will realize, or recognize  
am state, quality, identity, nature, role  
will make will cause  
have been unfaithful disloyal, cheated on   
have spoken!” expressed myself  

  
INSIGHTS 
1 Then this message came to me from the LORD:  

The LORD spoke to Ezekiel 
2 “Son of man, how does a grapevine compare to a tree? Is a vine’s wood as useful as the wood of a tree?  

The LORD stretches things to make a point 
3 Can its wood be used for making things, like pegs to hang up pots and pans?  

The LORD asks Ezekiel to come up with something that a grapevine is good for besides making grapes 
4 No, it can only be used for fuel, and even as fuel, it burns too quickly.  

The LORD shoots down anything Ezekiel can come up with 
5 Vines are useless both before and after being put into the fire! 

Vines are never good for anything 
6 “And this is what the Sovereign LORD says: The people of Jerusalem are like grapevines growing among the trees of the forest. Since 
they are useless, I have thrown them on the fire to be burned.  

In the LORD’s infallible opinion, the citizens of Jerusalem are like an orphan grapevine, so he wants to destroy them 
7 And I will see to it that if they escape from one fire, they will fall into another. When I turn against them, you will know that I am the 
LORD.  

God guarantees they will be reduced to ashes. 
8 And I will make the land desolate because my people have been unfaithful to me. I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!” 

God is paying them back for their disloyalty to Him. (just as He cursed the ground for Adam mand Eve’s sake, Gen. 3:17) 

INTERPRETATION 

V Line Event/Action Interpretation     
    
    
    
    

1  Then   Next 
 1 this message came to me the following communication arrived at Ezekiel its destination 
 2 from the LORD: the Eternal One is the source 
2  1 Son of man Descendant of Adam, member of the fallen race who needs 

salvation but is not one of the rebels 

 2 How does a grapevine compare to a tree? To what extent or degree does a plant intended to produce grapes 
compete with a woody plant with a trunk and branches 

 3 Is a vine’s wood as useful Do the branches of a vine function 



 4 As the wood of a tree? Like the woody part of a plant with a trunk and branches 
3  1 Can its wood be used for making things, Does the branch of a vine have the purpose or function to 

produce inanimate objects 

 2 Like pegs to hang up pots and pans? Such as hooks that suspend kitchen utensils for cooking and 
baking 

4  1 No, it can only be used for fuel, Absolutely not, the branch of a vine can only function in the place 
of a combustible that produces heat and light 

 2 and even as fuel, it burns too quickly. And it isn’t even good for that because it burns too fast 
5  1 Vines are useless A plant intended to produce grapes has no other function  
 2 Both before and after being put into the fire! Whether prior to or when you use it for fuel 
6  And  1 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Here is the claim of the unstoppable, Eternal One  

 2 The people of Jerusalem are like grapevines The citizens of Jerusalem in the Promised Land are the same as a 
plant intended to produce grapes  

 3 Growing among the trees of the forest. Sprouting wild  
 Since 4 they are useless, The citizens are dysfunctional 

 5 I have thrown them on the fire I, the unstoppable, Eternal One have flung the citizens over the 
flames  

 6 to be burned. to be roasted by them 
7  And 1 I will see to it that I, the unstoppable, Eternal One will make sure 
 2 if they escape from one fire, In the event the citizens survive the flames burning fuel 
 3 they will fall into another. The citizens will land, or end up in other flames burning fuel 

 When 4 I turn against them, At the time that I, the unstoppable, Eternal One become hostile to 
the citizens 

 5 You will know that I am the LORD 
You, descendant of Adam, member of the fallen race who needs 
salvation but is not one of the rebels will realize I, the 
unstoppable, Eternal One am in charge 

8  And 1 I will make the land desolate On top of that, I, the unstoppable, Eternal One will cause the 
territory I gave to Israel to be barren, or empty 

 2 because my people have been unfaithful to me. For the reason that my bride has cheated on me 

 3 I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!” I, the unstoppable, Eternal One have signed, sealed, and delivered 
the divorce papers 

                                                                                           


