The Key to a Blessed Life
Lesson 7 - Having a Pastor in Your Life

Ephesians 4:11-13
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and-some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ:

- Pastors are to have an important role in our lives.

- They equip us to live obedient lives before God.

| Corinthians 9:7
Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges?
who planteth a vineyard,
and eateth not of the fruit thereof!?
or who feedeth a flock,
and eateth not of the milk of the flock?

= The Metaphors in these scriptures point to an underlying principle

for pastoral ministry—
Christians need pastors!

I. Life is a War - you need a Soldier
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers

of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day,

and having done all, to stand.
Ephesians 6:11-13

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;)

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,

and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
[I Corinthians 10:3~5



2. Growth takes time - you need a Farmer

| have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth
the increase.

Now he that planteth and he that watersth are one: and every man shall receive his own
reward according to his own labour. ’

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
| Corinthians 3:6-9

He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. ;.
Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years | come seeking ;
fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? !
And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till t shall dig about it,
and dung it: |
And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

Luke 13:6-9

3. You are Prone 1o Wander - you need a Shepard

The elders which are among you [ exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness
of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: !
Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint,

but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples 1o the flock.
| Peter 1:1-3

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prop_hets; and some, evangelists;

and some, pastors and teachers; '

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

That we henceforth be no more children, iossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive;

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ:

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. ‘
Ephesians 4:11-16

Conclusion: Hebrews 13:17

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch
for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.



